
 

 

“The process of discovering can be immensely impactful and transformative, resulting in new 
or renewed understandings of one’s self or others” 

How is this notion explored in your prescribed text and ONE other related text of your own 
choosing?  
 
Through exploring different values and beliefs, one can gain new understandings of 
themselves and those around them. It is within this discovery an individual may seek greater 
meaning to their lives and hence create a renewed sense of self. Transformative 
experiences are depicted in Michael Gow’s play Away, through the use of dramatic 
techniques which create significant experiences for the individual. Away explores the 
diversity of transformative experiences as a group of individuals embark on an insightful 
vacation. Furthermore, Tim Winton’s short story ‘Damaged Goods’ reflects how discoveries 
can be emotional and spiritual yet also confronting and provocative.   
 
The impact of personal discoveries can be far-reaching and transformative for the individual 
and for broader society. This idea is explored in Michael Gow’s play Away as the character 
Gwen experiences the most significant inner change as a result of her ongoing hardships 
and troubled past. Gwen’s character is a stereotypical 1960’s housewife, in which her 
obsession with materialistic possessions creates her embittered and conceited nature. Her 
cold personality is evident in the introduction of the play in Act 1 Scene 1 in the school hall 
as [Gwen empties her handbag] in front of the other families. This stage direction allows the 
audience to view her attachment to her possessions by gaining an understanding that 
wealth and superiority give her purpose and fulfilment in life as a cynical character. Gwen’s 
negative perspective in life increasingly develops as she consistently fights with her 
daughter Meg when packing for their extravagant holiday. This is apparent in her over usage 
of clichés such as “miracles or miracles” and “my head will split”. This evidently suggests 
that she is emotionally closed off due to her distressed past. Additionally, in Act 2, Scene 2, 
it is not until her husband Jim reveals the struggle she endured in her early adulthood that 
the audience feels sympathetic towards Gwen’s character. As the couple “lived in rubbish 
tips” this metaphorically conveys the context of their past. Consequently, Gwen’s past has 
impeded her ability to connect to other characters, yet her process of discovery ultimately 
allows her to alter her negative outlook on life and become a more optimistic character.  
 
Through rediscovering the past, individuals can explore new opportunities and perspectives, 
resulting in a greater understanding of others and themselves. In relation to Away the 
pivotal moment of discovery is evident in Act 3, Scene 4, as [fairies return and stage a 
spectacular storm]. Symbolism permeates every aspect of Away being the main symbol of 
cleansing and restoration to convey the process of discovery for each character. Gwen, Jim 
and Meg are the only ones caught in the storm, this helps to parallel the upheaval in their 
own lives. This storm has a destructive nature and is used as a catalyst for change in which 
Gwen’s perspective ultimately improved. As Gwen’s family is [driven out by the fairies] the 
use of bright lighting and sound is used to create chaos and juxtapose different scenes 
leading to the eradication of Gwen’s possessions in which she is reduced to her elemental 
state. Similar to, Away Tim Winton’s short story ‘Damaged Goods’ also focuses on the 
consequences the past has in creating an emotional discovery. The narrative follows the 
recount of Vic Lang's adolescent obsession with Strawberry Alison whose birthmark is the 
subject of his infatuation for many years; loving her because of this deformity, not in spite of 



 

 

it. In the orientation of this narrative, the audience immediately becomes aware of the 
protagonist’s appearance through visual imagery as “her birthmark was lurid, crimson.” 
Subsequently, this creates a sense of mystery associated with this discovery. Told from the 
first person omniscient narration of Lang's wife Gail, the story reveals the values and 
attitudes of the third person towards the situation and the impact it has on Gail's 
relationship with Vic. The repetitive use of “I” symbolises the narrator’s personal connection 
to the characters in the story, as the audience can further connect to her story through 
personal language. As this short story is based on the concept of discovering the past, a 
cardboard box is used as a symbol of the past in which it holds memories and secrets, which 
must be uncovered in order to reveal the truth. Symbolism is continually a prevalent theme 
in both Away and Damaged Goods as it metaphorically depicts secrecy through its 
transformative process.  
 
Challenges of the past can further lead an individual to become disconnected to their sense 
of self, relationships and the world. Gow relates his character Coral to a silent and ghostly 
figure. Subsequently, her every day interactions with others and significantly her husband 
has been changed due to her experience of losing her son in the Vietnam War as a 
conscript. Her lack of connection to reality results in her becoming lonely and troubled 
despite the support of others. Furthermore, death is a prominent theme explored in this 
play and especially Coral’s character. Through Corals soliloquy in Act 1 Scene 4, her 
attachment to her son is evident as she describes the main character of ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’ as “so sick yet so wonderful”. The contrast in negative and positive 
connotations strongly depicts the love and influence her son has on her personal 
transformation. As she meets a young man named Rick, their intangible connection allows 
her to become closer to her son, a figure of the past, through Rick’s characteristics. 
Additionally, her disengagement in life is depicted in Act 3, Scene 3 as she says, “you’re still 
alive. You’re still alive and talking and laughing” the repetition of ‘alive’ represents her envy 
towards Rick, likening him to her son. Through the conclusion of the play, Coral finds her 
true identity by ‘walking’. Throughout the play, walking acts as a symbol for emotional 
cleansing and pinnacle of transformation for the individual. The play within the play of 
‘Stranger on the Shore’ in Act 4, Scene 3 allows Coral’s character to develop, as she 
becomes engaged in her transformation and [in her own voice] repeats “I’m walking”. 
Ultimately, she alters her negative outlook on life, in which she lets go of her past in order 
to eventually create a new identity for herself and find inner happiness.  
 
Parallel to Away, ‘Damaged Goods’ also focuses on the experience of rediscovering 
something that has been lost. Within this discovery, an imaginative discovery can be 
immensely meaningful and transformative for the individual. Christina Lea uses visual 
imagery allowing the audience to feel empathetic for the characters in this short story. As 
the narrator uncovers her husband’s fascinating past she tries desperately to solve this 
“psychological puzzle”. Through alliteration the audience is able to engage in this emotional 
discovery that defects this couple’s relationship. Similar to Coral, the narrator describes her 
husband’s deepest sorrows from his early childhood in which secrecy remains “like a mask 
incompletely removed”. This metaphorically depicts the past as being an influential cause in 
creating her husband’s insular attitude. Ultimately sadness and resentment has created a 
divide in their loving relationship, evident through the negative connotations such as 
“distorting secrets” and “unspoken words” reinforcing pain and suffering from the past.  



 

 

 
Emotional and spiritual discoveries can be immensely meaningful and transformative for the 
individual as they gain meaning to life and others. This is explored in both Michael Gow’s 
play Away and Tim Winton short story ‘Damaged Goods’ as the characters alter their 
perspectives subsequently changing attitudes and beliefs.  


