
 

 

“Discoveries inevitably lead to new perceptions of the world, new values, and new 
understanding of ourselves and others.” 
To what extent is this view represented in your prescribed text and ONE text of your own 
choosing? 
 
The process of discovery during transitional stages of life is initially confrontational, but can 
also evoke surprising new understanding for both the individual and broader society if one 
is self-reflective and responsive to these renewed perspectives and values. Hence, self-
reflection is prompted and challenges one to question their purpose, subsequently allowing 
them to rediscover themselves. Simon Nasht’s documentary Frank Hurley: The Man Who 
Made History (2004) explores how intellectual discoveries enable individuals and society to 
engage in critical self-reflection of their perceptions in life. Similarly, Rudyard Kipling’s 
didactic poem, If (1895) explores new perceptions and the value of success as an individual 
and as part of society through re-evaluating life achievements. Both texts observe 
meaningful discoveries, encouraging the audience to vicariously partake the same journey 
of reconsidering previous assumptions and grasp new understandings. 
 
Confronting and provocative discoveries stimulate new ideas and changing perceptions of 
humanity, providing new understandings about the world. Nasht’s documentary examines 
Hurley’s newfound, intellectual discoveries of the power and pleasant surprise of nature’s 
beauty, leading to new insights of the world and allowing unprecedented discoveries for his 
audience. His establishment of such revelations, portrayed in the opening sequence through 
a series of repeated panning shots, display the diversity of Antarctica’s natural landscapes. 
Additionally, the juxtaposition of the original with modern footage exemplifies the 
magnitude of the beauty of nature over time. This is accompanied by a voiceover 
proclaiming that the “city boy was stunned by the power of nature”, with the antithesis of 
‘city’ and ‘nature’ further emphasising Hurley’s familiarity with suburban life in Sydney 
before adopting new unexpected views of nature’s significance. In addition to the montage 
of photographs from the expedition, the narration “keys that would perhaps unlock portals 
of the undiscovered world” elucidates Hurley’s re-evaluation of pursuing new opportunities 
and explorations through the metaphor of “unlock[ing] portals”, highlighting the wonder 
and surrealism of images from Antarctica. This provokes the audience to acknowledge new 
understandings of nature’s beauty and challenge the social perspective of Antarctica as a 
desolate land. Discoveries of the unknown can be quite confronting for the individual but 
ultimately allow for a new outlook on the world.  
 
Although confronting discoveries prompt new understandings of the world, they also 
provoke a deeper insight of new perspectives on varied interpretations of truths and 
appearances. Kipling’s poem articulates his fatherly advice of “hear the truth you’ve spoken 
twisted by knaves”. The symbolism of ‘knaves’ represents liars and frauds, where the 
extended metaphor implies a far-fetched comparison with the concept of ‘truth’ alluding to 
distorted truths based on one’s personal experiences. Hence, this persuades the audience 
to reconsider their viewpoints and develop a deeper understanding of manipulated truths. 
Similarly, Nasht provokes society to challenge the controversy surrounding Hurley’s 
photographs, dividing it into artistic and historical fields. Nasht continues his subjective view 
of Hurley’s deceptive photographs through the driving question, “was he a giant of 
photography or a conjurer with a camera?” This rhetorical question intensifies his  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
subjective views of the ethical debate over Hurley’s composite photographs as to whether 
they are a “grand illusion”, and even raises doubts beyond the veracity of the documentary. 
Furthermore, this leads to how discoveries can lead individuals to reassess their previously-
held perspectives just as Hurley’s personal discoveries have altered his outlook on life. New 
and unexpected discoveries of the truth slowly deform into differing perceptions of the 
truth where society is influenced by their personal values of the truth to come to their own 
conclusions.  
 
As new discoveries are confrontational and encourage individuals to undertake their own 
journeys to renew values and understandings, they manifest the risks individuals take in this 
process of discovering their truth. Kipling denotes the notion of remaining firm on his beliefs 
through the vision of the periphrasis “if you can make…your winnings and risk it all 
on…pitch-and-toss”. The paradoxical idea of “winnings” and “risk” depicts that in order to 
achieve success, taking risks is an imperative component of self-discovery and is further 
amplified through the representation of life as a gambling game of “pitch-and-toss”. 
Moreover, taking chances evokes one to “meet triumph and disaster and treat those two 
imposters just the same” where the metaphorical notion of “triumph and disaster” alludes 
to the positives and negatives of life and are personified as “imposters” where no matter 
the good or the bad, Kipling advises that attitudes must remain unchanged. Like Kipling, 
Nasht embodies the risks Hurley takes despite life’s vicissitudes in order to represent his 
depiction of the truth as the confronting “madness was the civilisation we’ve been 
yearning to return to” has impacted Hurley’s subconscious during WWI through a voiceover 
re-enactment of Hurley’s diary, enhancing his determination to share his new 
understandings with the world. Nasht enables the audience to experience the discovery 
through Hurley’s representation of the horrors of war while taking into consideration the 
veracity of his photographs. In effect, both composers provoke their audience to 
understand that risk taking and learning from past experiences fundamentally lead to 
embracing their renewed perceptions.  
 
New discoveries may be confronting and provoke an emotional response but ultimately lead 
to new perceptions of the world for oneself as well as others through careful self-reflection. 
Simon Nasht’s, Frank Hurley: The Man Who Made History and Rudyard Kipling’s, If both 
reveal that the dynamism of society requires the individual to challenge the portrayal of 
truth and be open-minded about new viewpoints, depicting a new outlook on the world for 
ourselves and others. This speculates what is hidden and what is known and the measures 
one will take in order to interpret the truth as individuals and as a society.  
 


