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Discovery is the basis of human existence and one of the main reasons humans have reached 

the level we have today. Throughout history many people have dedicated their life to making 

intensely meaningful discoveries, these discoveries have changed and shaped the way we 

view the people around us and the world we live in. Michael Gow’s Australian play ‘Away’ 

is an iconic play centred on change and self-discovery. Away provides a perspective on life 

and inner discovery that is rarely seen while exploring the effects of other people and the way 

people deal with change and the unveiling of previously hidden emotions. ‘Away’ is set in 

the summer of 1967-68 a time of widespread hardship and poverty caused by The Great 

Depression and the destruction of World War II. The movie ‘Lion’ by Saroo Brierley is an 

emotion provoking journey that depicts the life of Saroo who goes on a physical and 

emotional rediscovery of his past. ‘Lion’ is set in 1980’s, India, a country with a population 

so large that one small boy lost in a city was considered normal. Finding that which was lost 

enables us to expand our horizons. Rediscovering can lead to new understandings of 

ourselves and others. Discovery allows us to view life in a new and fresh way. A rediscovery 

may reveal something that was previously concealed. 

Rediscovering can lead to new understandings of ourselves and others. In ‘Away’ Gwen goes 

on a journey of self-discovery. Gwen is a materialistic person who views people as socially 

inferior if they don’t have as much material wealth as her. This is demonstrated in the first 

Act with Gwen’s views on Tom saying “A lean-to. They shouldn’t be going` on a holiday if 

they can’t afford one”. This shows Gwen already putting Vic and her family in a lower social 

status than her all based on their material wealth and what job they do. Gow uses a recurring 

motif of the “Bex” powder which is symbolic of her inability to face reality, she uses the 

“Bex” as an escape “I’ll have a Bex before bed”. This further acts to characterise her as a 

parody of the suburban housewife and her use of prescription drugs as a way to cope with the 

drudgery and boredom of suburban life. The storm is a catalyst for change and Gwen’s 

material comfort is thrown into chaos by the storm’s destruction of her possessions and 

control. As a result of the storm they go to a beach where she is thrown into close proximity 

with others whose compassionate warmth becomes the reason for re-discovery. Vic takes 

Gwen on a walk along the beach which changes her perspective. Water imagery, the storm 

and the beach are used as a metaphor for cleansing. Like Shakespeare, Gow uses the power of 

nature to show that it has the power to heal and destroy. However, Shakespeare uses storms 

to symbolise destruction while Gow uses the storm as a catalyst to bring everyone together. 

The storm in ‘Away’ is used to inform the responder that through suffering and destruction 

comes healing and growth as well as a new understanding of ourselves and others. Similarly, 

in ‘Lion’ Saroo makes a rediscovery about his past and the circumstance where he was born. 

The director uses a range of different camera angles such as the constant ‘change of frame’ to 

show Saroo searching and the intensity of the search as well as the scale of what he is trying 

to do and the slow progress that he is making. The reunion of Saroo with his mother is a very 

powerful scene where we see the whole town coming out to bare witness to this mammoth 

event. Saroo introduces his adoptive parents to his real mother and this scene is an influential 

turning point with very little dialogue but a sense of cultural acceptance that was previously 

not seen. This is an emotional scene in which the responder feels a strong degree of empathy 

towards both Saroo and his mother. Saroo struggles through an identity crisis, which is 

explicitly demonstrated when he is asked where he comes from and who he supports in the 

cricket. While he answers confidently “Australia of course” this raises a question in his mind 
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that he struggles to answer. This path of self-discovery involves internal struggles that he 

experiences throughout the course of his life.  

Discovery allows us to view life in a new and fresh way. In ‘Away’ showcases the mental 

battle that Roy goes on while trying to deal with the loss of his son in the Vietnam War as 

well as dealing with the effects this has had on his wife Coral. This is comparative to the 

mental journey that Saroo goes on. Roy holds a position of school principle which gives Roy 

the thought that he has to deal with social expectations. This means that he has to hide his 

grief by hiding behind his duty to the community. Coral’s behaviour is seen as a threat for 

Roy. However, Roy disconnects himself from Coral when he uses the possessive pronoun 

“My position at school” and rather than trying to help her demands that “it has to stop” which 

further pushes the couple apart and shows the distinct difference in how they are both dealing 

with grief. It’s not till Act 5 that Roy makes the discovery that he is pushing Coral away and 

needs to adjust the way he treats her. This is demonstrated with the stage directions “He looks 

forlorn, alone. He looks around vacantly”. In this same scene we see Roy accept Coral. Coral 

“offers him the hat” and the acceptance of this hat is symbolic of Roy accepting Coral as she 

is, acknowledging her grief and his own, which is used to restore and amend their marriage. 

In the same way, ‘Lion’ the discovery of hope fuels a change in Saroo’s perception on the 

world. Saroo finds a silver spoon while he is out looking anything to make his deprived life 

that bit better. This spoon that Saroo has found was the catalyst for change and ended leading 

him to an adoption centre where he is adopted out to Australia and saved from the sad and 

lonely life that he was living alone in India in a world where he wasn’t cared for. This 

adoption centre adopted Saroo out to a caring, loving family in Tasmania, Australia where he 

grows up in a new and fresh way. This simple spoon shows how something small can have a 

large effect on someone. Something as small as a bit of hope for Saroo and the slight chance 

that he could find his family was all he needed for a change of lifestyle. For Saroo the chance 

to find his family meant that he had to lose the relationships that he was in at the time even 

with his girlfriend and his adoptive parents. These adoptive parents were the people that 

provided this opportunity for him but it was them that Saroo concealed his mission from. It 

was these adoptive parents that gave Saroo a new view on life and a fresh chance on a life 

that he never had. 

A rediscovery may reveal something that was previously concealed. Gow’s text ‘Away’ 

shows Tom making the main discovery of his illness, Leukaemia. Tom’s parents try to hide 

the severity of what he is going to be going through in the near future. This secrecy is 

demonstrated when Tom states “They don’t know. That I know. They want me to think I’m 

right as rain”. Tom makes this realisation of how sick he is when he was in hospital “and the 

nurses were really happy when they were near me” as well as the doctor “couldn’t look me in 

the face to say it”. While it is never explicitly stated that his doctor told him that he is never 

going to get better it’s this body language that tells Tom that something is very wrong and 

that he should prepare for the worst. This discovery leads to a misguided attempt to 

experience adulthood with Meg. Tom blatantly states “I want you to let me do it to you” in a 

misguided attempt. Meg then learns of what happened to Tom and why he was away for such 

a long time. While this doesn’t change her opinion it opens her up and changes her stance 

from “No” to “It’s just that … well … you’re a bit skinny for me” followed by a paused to 

emphasise that even with the story Meg still hasn’t changed her mind. The uses of a play 

within a play was used to reveal that Tom has accepted his fate “I’m drowning, I’m 
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drowning. Down I go.” He discovers that by facing the truth of his mortality, he is able to live 

in the time that he has remaining. From Tom’s discovery and high modality he says “I will 

show you how” to Coral which metaphorically helps Coral learn to “walk”. It’s                 

Tom’s discovery that aids others around him to accept and heal. Similarly in ‘Lion’ Saroo’s 

adoptive parents make a discovery of Saroo searching for his birthplace. This had previously 

been hidden from them right up until Saroo had found the place. Prior to this Saroo’s 

adoptive parent would go to house and just yell through the door saying they missed him. The 

repetition of scenes like this shows us the length and depth that this search was going into. 

This discovery for the parents meant they could finally rediscover the son that they had 

brought up. The adoptive parents went on a path of rediscovery before they could gain a 

deeper understanding of what was previously concealed. 

Discoveries can be intensely meaningful and allow us to renew perceptions of ourselves as 

demonstrated in the texts ‘Away’ and ‘Lion’. This is shown through the rediscovery 

experienced by Saroo in Saroo Brierley’s ‘Lion’ and very strongly demonstrated with Gwen 

in Michael Gow’s ‘Away’. Discoveries also have the effect of giving people a new and fresh 

perception of life and the world surrounding them. As demonstrated discoveries are intensely 

meaningful in the case of Saroo and the rediscovery of his family and gave him a renewed 

perception of himself. 

 

 

 


