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‘Discoveries may compel individuals to affirm, or challenge, their perspectives on themselves 

and the wider world.’ To what extent does this statement reflect the ideas represented in your 

prescribed text and at least ONE other text of your own choosing? 

Discovery is a dynamic process that arises from a re-evaluation of one’s outlook on life. This process 

of reconsidering perspectives is a way of making sense of the world and coming to terms with 

confronting realities, consequently enriching our relationship with others and the wider world. Frost’s 

poem The Tuft of Flowers (1896) reinforces the persona’s newfound companionship and self-

discovery due to shared values and a mutual connection with the surrounding environment, while 

Mending Wall (1914) highlights the discovery of a sense of community and appreciation that results 

from re-assessing the barriers imposed by humanity. These principles coalesce in Jean Giono’s short 

story The Man Who Planted Trees (1953), where the narrator’s self-discovery of the values he 

upholds compels him to challenge his initial perspective of himself and the surrounding world. 

Ultimately, both Frost and Giono present how their respective protagonists’ discovery of a greater 

spiritual reality arises from an engagement with the surrounding environment which challenge their 

attitudes towards preconceived views. 

In his pastoral monologue poem, The Tuft of Flowers, Frost presents how an initial and confronting 

discovery of a man’s sense of loneliness is superseded by his epiphany that ultimately our spiritual 

connection can transcend physical boundaries. The poem is almost Romantic in its appreciation of 

nature, and examines the persona’s emotional moments of revelation that leads to the renewal and 

resurrection of his perspective towards companionship and nature. The Tuft of Flowers follows an 

AABB rhyme scheme, contributing to the rhythm and sense of movement of the persona, which 

reinforces the persona’s desire to discover meaning in life. Initially, Frost adopts minimalist language 

to set an introspective and reflective tone, depicting the initial isolation of the persona when he 

remarks he is alone, “As all must be”. However, there is a change in tone to one of triumph from 

uncertainty after the word “But”, indicating the transformation within the persona after the butterfly 

flew away from him, positively symbolising the more uplifted mental state of the persona. This is 

highlighted through the hyperbaton of “swift there passed me by”, precipitating a revelation of the 
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previously hidden “brotherly” solidarity he felt with nature and his fellow men. The persona 

recognises a kindred spirit in the reaper, one who also finds pleasure in the natural surroundings, 

causing him to identify himself more closely with nature where both he and the butterfly “had lit 

upon…a message from the dawn.” As a result, the persona discovers a sense of companionship and 

unity with the reaper as shown through the conversational tone of him “dreaming, as it were”, 

alluding to the peace and solace that results from companionship. Consequently, Frost presents the 

audience with his viewpoint that by wandering through a natural setting and encountering another 

individual, it can stimulate moments of revelation in which one can discover a connection to others 

and the wider world. Overall, Frost’s poem The Tuft of Flowers reinforces how the discovery of a 

strong connection with natural surroundings can compel individuals to challenge initial perspectives 

towards companionship and nature.  

Similarly, in his short story The Man Who Planted Trees, Giono portrays the necessity for an 

engagement with the natural world and the solitary other to understand the beliefs and values which 

we uphold, compelling individuals to challenge initial perspectives of themselves. Through the 

physical discovery of the hermit Bouffier, engaged in the solitary task of planting an entire forest, the 

narrator understands that he shares the same values of hope and restitution to the natural world. 

Giono’s simple diction and syntax when he describes that it is “the company of this man [which] 

brought me a feeling of peace”, reveals the initial distance between the narrator and Bouffier. This is 

more than mere characterisation, but a philosophical perspective which the narrator discovers and 

values. The narrator recognises a similarity to the man he discovers in Provence, which informs his 

values and behaviours, stating - “Leading as I did at the time a solitary life, despite my youth, I knew 

how to treat the souls of solitary people with delicacy.”  Later on, the narrator is disoriented by the 

hermit’s final return to Provence in which the he had ‘planted a lime-tree …already grown thick, an 

incontestable symbol of resurrection’. Recognising the lime-tree as a symbol, the narrator creates a 

moment of metatextuality; representing the new values of writing and living to which the narrator is 

propelled by his discovery of Elzeard Bouffier. Similar to how the persona in The Tuft of Flowers 

experiences a sense of loneliness before connection and self-discovery ensues, the narrator arrives at a 
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new sense of reassurance and insight by confronting an initially unwelcome solitude. Consequently, 

the narrator’s self-discovery arises from his interaction with spiritual realities and the natural world, 

challenging initial perspectives on himself and the wider world.  

Similar to how Giono portrays that rediscovery can arise from re-considering our connection with 

others and the natural world, Frost’s Mending Wall encourages responders to re-evaluate the habits 

and traditions of humanity, by inviting us to rediscover how we use psychological walls and 

boundaries. Initially, through the loose division between the speaker’s inherent detestation of the 

restraints imposed by walls and the neighbour’s repeated aphorism “Good fences make good 

neighbours”, the speaker finds even greater grounds for disagreement and contention. This 

subsequently reveals the different perspectives towards the discovery that the wall needs mending, 

which will clearly not be resolved. However, the speaker’s internal monologue also illustrates that 

despite being paradoxically divided by the “wall”, they are also united by it, revealing the speaker’s 

new perception on the “mending wall”. Frost deliberately writes the poem as a free flowing first 

person narrative and does not use distinct rhyme or rhythm, contributing to the relaxed feel of the 

poem, inviting the readers to consider how the wall becomes a reason for the speaker and neighbour 

to convene in fellowship. The language deviates from an iambic pattern, as shown by the breaks in the 

sound in the second and third lines to maintain tonal tension, reinforcing that despite the contradicting 

perspectives of the speaker and neighbour, the wall mends their relationship by bringing the speaker 

and neighbour together. Frost conveys that the speaker’s initial perceptions have been changed by his 

interaction with the neighbour, leading to his newfound appreciation of the divisions that permeate 

human societies that can enrich human relationships. Overall, Frost’s Mending Wall explores how 

rediscovery and appreciation of the perspective of others can affirm an individual’s perspective on the 

universality of a sense of community and connection with others. 

Consequently, a holistic analysis of Robert Frost’s poetry and Jean Giono’s short story The Man Who 

Planted Trees offers insights into how physical and metaphysical discoveries can challenge 

perspectives on the human condition and wider world. Ultimately, to obtain new epiphanies and 

revelations of the world, one must reconsider their perspectives and deal with confronting realities. 


