
 

 

TASK 2 ASSESSMENT RADIO SHOW 18/20  

How has the comparative texts heightened your understanding of the treatment of love 

and identity?  

Welcome to another session of HSC Radio at 99.95! Today we will be doing a comparative 

study of two fascinating texts of Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Petrarchan Sonnet sequence, ‘The 

Sonnets of the Portuguese’ (1850) and F. Scott. Fitzgerald’s narrative novel ‘The Great Gatsby’ 

(1920)which will hopefully enable us to heighten our understanding of the treatment of love and 

identity through an exploration of how these two elements have undergone change with a shift 

of social, historical and cultural contexts. today, specifically, we will be exploring the 

intertextual perspective of love as a universal catalyst, fundamental towards the 

attainment of true identity and the ability for love to destroy it depending on how the 

power is wielded and the ulterior motive.  

From an analytical comparison of Barrett Browning's Petrarchan sonnets of 'Sonnets of the 

Portuguese' and Fitzgerald's social commentary novel of 'The Great Gatsby'(1920) the evolving 

definition and appreciation of the Identity through changing social values and attitudes has 

proved to be an integrated and essential theme in heightening our understanding of the 

need to destroy superficial identities to attain authentic and honest ones. The fragile 

psychology of the female persona of Sonnet I is derivative by the forced preservation of an 

unworthy and fictitious Identity. Her gender as a female in the Victorian Era becomes her 

entirety- consuming the inner self to a uniformity of sadness and isolation. Yet, in the midst of 

her darkness, a “mystic shape...in mastery", being love, physically exerts its energy to complete 

the reincarnation of her renewed identity - holding the capacity to transcend social, spiritual and 

self-made boundaries. This progressing identity is reinforced by the composer’s choice of 

textual form - uptaking the male dominant language of the Petrarchan form to demonstrate her 

ability to break free from the constrictions of gender. Thus, by manipulating the highly regarded 

textual form of the Victorian era, it is able to make a significant impact and emphasise that love 

has catalytic properties in the destruction of  false Identities to become  fundamental for 

authentic and personal ones to emerge. 

To accentuate, the identity was not a definite existence. The limiting element of a ‘given’ Identity 

is seen as an unchanged value, despite the movement of Time. It was the American Dream 

to achieve an ideal freedom and to reach financial success that ignited this facade of the ‘Great 

Gatsby’ but the nature of this dream graduated to simply decadent altruism and meaningless 

violence. It was truly “a foul dust that trailed in the wake of dreams..." but nevertheless,in his 

pursuit, he metamorphoses to "a product of his time". Gatsby predates on America's social 

instability and its lack of the rigid social hierarchy that the Victorian Era possessed ,to transform 

into the ultimate self-made man that he perceives worthy for himself.  Jay Gatsby dissociates 

himself from his past and embraces the possibility of re-inventing his Identity into "...just the sort 

of Jay. Gatsby that a seventeen year old would be likely to invent.” The exploration of the 

catalytic nature of Love as a means to achieve one's authentic and ideal Identity is made 

concrete through the analysis of Jay Gatsby's predation upon Daisy Fey- objectifying her to 

become a physical and attainable form,"...gleaming like silver, safe and proud". Just as her 

name ‘Fey’ suggests, she is synonymous of the vague American Dream. The only way to attain 

it is by using Daisy as a stepping stone for his ultimate form where Love is seen to emerge to 

elevate the Identity to a more superior form. 



 

 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning proposes a significant but confronting correlation that Love 

is bonded to the inevitable nature of Death- as if it were a double-edged sword. Through 

a comparative study of similar values and attitudes that each text has inherited, the 

presence of this perpetual concept, transcending through the time and worlds of Browning's 

sonnet sequence and Fitzgerald's novel proves its immense value to be investigated. The 

development of the evolving love, metaphorically used as a fragile and vulnerable flame of a 

'torch' of Sonnet XIII to that of multi-dimensional nature of "...depth and breadth and height" of 

Sonnet 43, is a key demonstrator of the true, eternal love that Death or Time cannot erode. 

Therefore with an understanding of the vigorous religious ethos and repressive patriarchal 

structure of Victorian Society, their intense love that can disregard 'contrarious moods of men’ 

and the ‘angels’ allow the audience to deeply appreciate her achievement of the perfect 

articulation of Love. 

The timeless ideology of the interchangeable relationship of Love and Death is further 

alluded to in ‘The Great Gatsby’ by an integration of language feature- colour imagery. 

Fitzgerald uses the minimal colour differentiations of Gold and Yellow to decouple the ideas of 

Wealth and Greatness of the Jazz Age, associating richness with corruption and immorality with 

Death. Enchanted objects are described as 'smelling like pale gold', 'golden girl' and as 'the pale 

gold odour'  but it is essential to note, that Gatsby owns a yellow ‘circus wagon’ that kills Myrtle. 

The fraud identity of Yellow foreshadows the inevitable destruction and reinforces that Death 

approaches those that attempt to ascend beyond their innate status. Myrtle and Gatsby’s deaths 

strengthen that although love has transformative potential, it is ruthlessly connected to Death if 

exploited, mistreated or mocked. Thus, despite the passage of time and the changing of values, 

a comparative analysis of contextual discrepancies supports the concept that Love and 

Death is a timeless equilibrium-determined by the intensity and authenticity of Love 

between individuals and the way each party wields the ecstatic power of Love. 

By examining how the differences of social, cultural and historical contexts have 

influenced the content of the two comparative text of ‘The Sonnets of the Portuguese’ 

and ‘The Great Gatsby’, we are able to analyse the intertextuality of the treatment of love and 

Identity and how language choices influenced by context,have served to heighten our 

understanding. Fitzgerald's satirical novel becomes its own language vehicle to communicate 

the demise of altruism of the Jazz Age and its effect on the inability of individuals to correctly 

wield love to achieve genuine, lasting relationships and identities. Conversely, Browning’s ability 

to embody the pursuit of spiritual love against her limiting social identity by reverting the 

traditional Petrarchan form, collectively deepens our comprehension of how the universal 

catalyst of love, has the capacity to elevate individuals to refined identities or destroy 

those that abuse it. 
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- Love as a universal catalyst fundamental towards the attentment of true identity and the 

ability for love to destory it depending on how th epower is weilded and the ulterior 

motives 

- Evolving nature of idea through changing values >> evaluation > very good  

- EBB > identity as a suppressed women, RB gives her the ability to reinvent her Identity 

and transform slowly  



 

 

- False identities need to be destroyed 

- American dream > becomes corrupt, product of his time and self-made man > reinvented. 

 

- Language vehicle = GG 

- Subversion of form = EBB 


