
 

 

Discovery has both short term and long term effects. 
 
Indeed, discoveries both insignificant and impactful will have ramifications that are either 
momentous or may have a long lasting impact on either or both for the individual and 
society. However these impacts differ in terms of optimism and pessimism, as seen with a 
fleeting positive moment of epiphany in Robert Frost’s poem “Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening.” I can also contain both of these juxtaposing ideas, as explored in Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s fantasy novel The Buried Giant, or it can be unresolved and ominous a was the 
case in Frost’s “Home Burial.” Discoveries differ in their experiences and thus impacts, 
whether it be only a short moment or has long-lasting consequences. 
 
Robert Frost’s poem “Stopping by Woods on a Snow Evening” highlights a short yet 
significant moment of discovery for the persona, who has to come to terms with and choose 
between his inner desires and societal responsibilities as a result. Travelling across the 
snowy woods, the persona, a stoic English farmer, is stopped by a feeling of familiarity of 
the woods he is stepping upon, as conveyed through a contemplative tone, “whose woods 
these are I think I know.” This thought leads him to be caught in the beauty of nature, as he 
realises through the juxtaposing imagery that “the woods are lovely, dark and deep,” 
showing his conflicting views about whether his momentary frozen state is that of wonder 
or fear. However, he is immediately awakened by his horse, whom he projects his societal 
conscience on through the personification: “[giving] his horns a shake he asks if there is 
some mistake.” This reveals the persona’s acknowledgement that this moment of natural 
appreciation should only be a temporary experience and that his horse, a symbol of 
civilisation, is reminding him of his societal obligations. However, this is then juxtaposed by 
“the only other sound’s the sweep of easy wind and downy flake.” This sibilant phrase 
captures the persona in a state of trance. While his conscience reminds him of society, his 
inner self cannot hear anything but the sound of the beautiful, dark woods. However, 
discoveries in this poem shows to have only a momentous impact on an individual due to 
the decisions that they make. In this case, the persona reminds himself through repetition 
that he has “miles to go before I sleep, miles to go before I sleep,” signifying his ultimate 
decision to abide by his sense of responsibility, and hence this newfound appreciation for 
nature is but fleeting moment. Thus, discoveries may be meaningful and capture an 
individual for a moment, but their decisions may hinder that discovery from having a long-
lasting impact on their lives. 
 
Contrary to the idea that discoveries are only momentous, Ishiguro’s novel The Buried Giant 
demonstrates that discoveries have short-term positive impacts for the individual but a 
detrimental long-term effect on society, as a consequence of the individual’s decision. Set in 
post-Arthurian England, this mythical novel presents the predicament of resentment and 
conflict between the Saxons and Normans, whose memories are lost as a result of the so-
called “Mist.” Axl and Beatrice, an old married couple are determined to find out the truth 
behind this memory loss, as conveyed by Axl through the solemn imagery of “an unnamed 
loss [gnawing] at his heart, preventing him from returning to sleep.” This sense of void 
hinder Axl’s and Beatrice’s relationship in that there is an unanswered and forgotten truth 
that separates their otherwise transparent relationship. However, compared to Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowing Evening where the persona experiences a pleasant epiphany, Axl and 
Beatrice are soon confronted by the revealed discovery that a dragon lurking in the 



 

 

mountains is the cause of the mist, which consequently resulted in the memory loss of all of 
England. In addition, the novel presents a deeper, complex moral questioning through the 
rhetorical question asked by a guard protecting the dragon from being slayed: “Without the 
dragon’s breath, would peace have ever come?” While the dragon causes memory and thus 
creates  sense of emptiness and emotional disconnections within the community, it 
consequently rids of the very cause of the war between the Saxons and Normans, which 
brewed for over a hundred years – the feeling of hatred for one another. Unlike the 
persona, who decides to uphold his societal responsibilities and compromise his inner 
desires, the old couple, with numbered days ahead of them, choose to slay the also ageing 
dragon to reveal a truth for themselves despite knowing the consequences. This is admitted 
through the juxtaposition that while the disappearance of the mist “fades away for us in 
time,” it will soon “brew horrors on the land.” Therefore, the discovery of the truth behind 
the mist, which presents two choices and thus two drastically different outcomes, results in 
a momentary restoration of relationship for Axl and Beatrice, but also soon the impending 
arrival conflict and war. This shows the differing impacts for the individual, which can be 
positive in the short-term, but detrimental to society in the long-term. 
 
Frost’s “Home Burial” presents readers with an ambiguous yet ominous poem due to the 
unresolved conflict between the unnamed husband and Amy, the wife. Contrary to Axl and 
Beatrice’s relationship, the couple’s relationship in “Home Burial” is threatened by the 
confronting loss of their child, and the misunderstanding between how the two portray 
their grief. As a result of the man’s seemingly indifferent attitude to this tragedy, as bitterly 
perceived by the wide as him always “going on about your everyday concerns,” the 
husband, feeling wronged by his wife argue back and they soon fall into a stichomythia: 
“There you go sneering again!” This exclamation by the wife is juxtaposed with the 
husbands’ repeated defence, “I’m not, I’m not!”, showing a sense of impatience and 
conflict. The inability of the couple to understand each other and their unwillingness to 
empathise with one another directly contrasts the attitudes of Axl and Beatrice and their 
willingness to sacrifice their society for their own relationship. The poem abruptly ends with 
the wife storming out, but the husband, using a threatening tone promises that he will “take 
you back by force! I will-“. The dash that ends the poem signifies the ominously unresolved 
conflict, which results in an ambiguous state where readers are perplexed by the unknown 
implications of the couple’s unresolved argument. This shows that discoveries, which are 
confronting as seen with the child, but unfinished, due to the couple’s unwillingness to 
empathise, lads to an ambiguous ending that ominously points towards the breakdown of  
relationship. 
 
The impact of discoveries ultimately depends on the decision of the individual. It may result 
in only a fleeting moment of appreciation only to return to upholding societal 
responsibilities, or it could be the opposite, but ultimately resulting in a detrimental long-
term impact on society. Else, discoveries may remain unresolved and thus the consequences 
unknown.  


