
 

 

Discovery can be transformative for both the individual and society, offering new and enhanced 

understandings of self, world and humanity, achieved largely through the synthesis of 

perspectives in order to evolve through challenging potentially inhibiting assumptions. Scientific 

discoveries documented in Bill Bryson’s A Short History of Nearly Everything are represented as 

reflecting these dynamic processes, catalysing future discovery-related possibilities, as well 

as significantly and positively impacting on self and society through fusion of perspectives that 

subvert accepted paradigms and beliefs. Emilie Wapnick in Why Some of Us Don’t Have One 

True Calling (Ted Talk) highlights irregularity as imperative in forming new perspectives 

through synthesis, exemplifying the importance of a unique population in challenging a single-

minded paradigm of traditional society.  

 

 

Discovery offers new understandings and renewed perceptions of the individual, and in doing so 

challenges widely-held social and cultural assumptions. Bryson’s book signifies this dynamic 

through synecdoche exploring quantum physics, decentring the reader with revelations that have 

impacted significantly on the scientific community in defying the generally accepted theories of 

relativity. He highlights the unexpected juxtaposition of functioning principles, noting “whatever 

was going on down there in the world of the very small was not governed by the laws that 

applied in the macro world where our expectations reside”, citing the example that in accordance 

to Maxwell’s laws of electromagnetism, atoms should technically not exist. High modal “laws” 

and “expectations” signify the paradigms that are subverted by the discovery process, but in the 

context of the personalised association with “the atoms that make you”, the signified is the 

decentring of the individual in moving each of us to a fresh perspective of self and essence. This 

serves as a model of dual perspectives that begins to transform into a motif with Bryson’s 

intertextual reference to James Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake, quoting “Three quarks for Muster 

Mark” in appropriating a text that is renowned for its counterintuitive and challenging de-

privileging of traditional perspectives. Bryson thus extrapolates the complexity and initial 

inaccessibility of both objects; quarks existing on a subatomic level with a lack of accordance to 

the rest of the universe, and Joyce adopting a modernist and decentering way of challenging 

cultural norms; embracing and synthesising both to again signify that the universality of the 

model represents the universality of the decentred self as it relates to discovery’s creation of new 

perceptions.  

 

Wapnick’s personal anecdote “I worried there was something wrong with me” exposes her 

inherent irregularity due to her lack of alignment with society. Rhetorical imperative, “Ask 

yourself where you learned to assign the meaning of wrong or abnormal to doing many things”, 

immediately challenges such linear notions of the traditional norm: I'll tell you where you 

learned it: you learned it from the culture” , displaying the inhibiting nature of society and its 

effect on discovery. Wapnick goes on to elaborate the opportunities multipotentialities can 

explore to assert this claim, revisiting Bryson’s model of the quantum level discovery; framing 

this apparent limitation as an opportunity to encourage further discovery through synthesis of 

perspectives on a smaller scale, a framing that itself represents fusion of perspectives. Wapnick 

facilitates the technique of idea synthesis, present in multipotentialites, as an important trait for a 

process of innovation, creating new and varied perspectives specific to a discovery process. 

Multiple potential is seen through “Innovation happens at the intersections”, effectively 

identifying a metaphoric illuminating synthesis of perspectives, “intersections”, within the 



 

 

individual multipotentialite, just as Bryson’s explanation of quarks and other subatomic particles 

synthesise to create the whole atom.  

 

Synthesis of perspectives is required to overcome limitation, including a lack of social 

acceptance. Bryson suggests that a unified theory is yet to be discovered, seen through 

juxtaposition of “Physics is really nothing more than a search for ultimate simplicity, but so far 

all we have is a kind of elegant messiness.”, as his use of antonymous words signifies the further 

processes required to consolidate physical theories, a signification itself of fused perspectives. 

The disassembled nature of the current Standard Theory is not completely accepted by society 

due to its incomplete nature  “We don’t really see the creator twiddling twenty knobs to set 

twenty parameters to create the universe as we know it”. Collectivisation of ‘we’ presents the 

notion of a dissatisfied society due to *quantum discoveries which challenge the norm. However, 

an intellectual discovery is going on in response to create a unified whole, an aspect of idea 

synthesis common to Wapnick’s Ted Talk. On a larger scale, multipotentialites are intrinsic to a 

range of social dynamics, cognitively interacting to produce larger points of synthesis, as “some 

of the best teams are comprised of a specialist and multipotentialite paired together.”; cognitive 

ways of thinking require synthesis to achieve a process of discovery. This “beautiful partnership” 

is similar to smaller scale interior discoveries of multipotentialites due to their traits of idea 

synthesis, extrapolating Bryson’s explored model of the quantum versus the physical world in 

portraying how a synthesis of perspectives on both levels is necessary for understanding in its 

entirety.  

 

 

Intellectual discovery reflects the search for relationships between information, a deliberate 

process to establish connection; an attempt to synthesise these two polar aspects in the hope of a 

culmination that forms an overall view. Juxtaposition in “Quantum theory for the world of the 

very small and relativity for the larger universe beyond” identifies progressive and dynamic 

processes needed for discovery and fast-tracked realization of the unified whole, synthesis which 

catalyses future discovery-related possibilities, bringing them together with current 

understandings. Similarly to the lack of a unified theory in Bryson’s novel, multipotentialites 

portray irregularity which causes them to differ from social norms “I have to say I find it sort of 

fitting that as a community, we cannot agree on a single identity”, as the collective term of 

‘community’ conveys such an apparent limitation as a opportunity to discover. Wapnick justifies 

that the synthesis of ideas found in multipotentialites is transformative for society 

“multipotentialites, the world needs us.” establishing the collective noun of “multipotentialites”, 

who utilize their skills of synthesis to achieve and evolve through challenging potentially 

inhibiting assumptions.  

 

 

Discovery through synthesis of perspectives is inherent in the quantum model that permeates 

Bryson’s book, also applying to the concepts and substance of the Ted Talk, in its fusing of 

separate elements and ways of thinking. Even the synthesis of the two texts reflects this process 

as our understanding is enhanced as we discover through the texts.  

 


