
 

 

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE ESSAY (SIGNIFICANT PRACTICE)  
 
Synagogue service is a public rite of worship which primarily provides an avenue for communal 
gathering for worship, yet is imperative in the individual worship of Jewish adherents. It has 
numerous roles as a Beit Teffilah (house of prayer), a Beit Midrash (assembly) and a Midrash 
(study) all of which of are essential in the Jewish expression of fundamental beliefs. Through 
engagement in prayer, architectural features of the synagogue, symbolic attire and traditional Jewish 
festivals, synagogues provide an opportunity for congregants to collectively worship and convene to 
reaffirm the principal beliefs.  
  
Synagogue services are significant for the individuals as they provide an opportunity to encounter 
God and connect with others through prayer and worship. Services occurs in morning known as the 
Shacharit, during the afternoon, Ma’ariv, and in the evening in the Minchah, all of which coincide with 
the actions of the patriarchs of Abraham, Issac and Jacob as stipulated in the scriptures. The 
recitation of prayers, such as the Amidah prayer grants worshippers the opportunity to approach 
God in private prayer, reciting both the words in the Siddur as well as any personal prayers needed 
for the individual fulfilment of Jewish beliefs. Yet, this affirmation of beliefs is often repeated by the 
chazzan (cantor) after the congregation has allowed to pray discretely in their own personal time, 
thus conveying the communal nature of prayer within synagogue services. The Jewish traditions 
reiterates that certain prayers can only be announced in the presence of a minyan - a quorum of 10 
adult men in Orthodox processions, yet is less rigid in Progressive synagogue services. It is 
therefore apparent that individual and communal worship through the medium of prayer is integral in 
the expression of Jewish beliefs within the synagogue.  
 

The individual expression of Jewish beliefs during synagogue service is evidenced in the individual 
attire of adherents. Specific garments of clothing are worn by Jewish congregants as a personal 
expression and affirmation of their faith including a Taliit, Kippa and Teffilin. The Tallit or prayer 
shawl is a rectangular piece of lightweight cloth with 613 special fringes known as Tzitit which are 
symbolic of the Jewish belief in the 613 mitzvoth, a imperative aspect of the moral law given to 
Moses by God. Similarly, individual male adherents attending Conservative or Orthodox synagogue 
services wear a black leather box that contains a verse of the Torah, including the Shema 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9) which itself is proclamation of Jewish belief that, ‘the Lord is One’. Additionally 
male congregants wear a Kippa or Yarmulke, a small circular flat head covering, which is intended to 
signify humility when in the presence of an omniscient God. It reminds the believer of the 
omnipotence of God in a similar manner to the words inscribed above the Aron Kodesh within the 
synagogue. Evidently the individual expression of Jewish beliefs during synagogue service 
throughout symbolic garments is a part of a tradition that the wider Jewish community engages 
in.       

The architecture of the synagogue is also important in the expression of Jewish beliefs, acting as a 
physical expression and reminder to congregants of their faith. The Ner Tamid or ‘Eternal Light’ is 
symbolic of the commandment to keep a light burning outside the tabernacle and reaffirms the 
individual adherent’s belief in constant presence of an omniscient, omnipresent God. This is further 
exemplified in the Hebrew inscription “Da Life nei Attsh Omend’ which translates  to ‘Know before 
whom you stand’, which reminds individual adherents of the need to maintain humility and respect 
before their one God. Furthermore, the Aron Kodesh is a ark which contains the Torah scrolls that is 
situated at the front of the synagogue. The feature expressed the communal beliefs of the 
community who must stand when the ark is opened during the service. It is reminiscent of the ark in 
whcih the Israelites kept the Torah and has a historical connection to the ‘ark of the covenant’ 
carried by the Hebrews in the desert and installed in the Holy of Holies in the Temple. Therefore it is 
apparent that the structural features of synagogue are symbolic expression of Jewish fundamental 
beliefs and assist in reminding both the individual adherent and Jewish community of the need to 
express humility.  
 

The correlation between the individual and communal expression of Jewish beliefs is evidenced in 



 

 

the various Jewish festivals and initiatives. One such Jewish festival is Yom Kippur or the ‘Day of 
Atonement’ in which Jewish adherents convene for repentance and reflection on the past year. The 
day of prayer involves constant prayer and fasting from nightfall the next day at the synagogue, 
whilst the Rabbi leads the memorial Yizkor service for the memory of family and friends who have 
perished. Evidently the individual expression of contrition and penitence is intensified and expressed 
collectively as part of the wider Jewish community, all of whom converge to pray on Yom Kippur not 
solely for their personal wrongdoings but those of others as well. This is further exemplified in the 
Tzedakah box, an initiative which reinforces the communal nature of worship by encouraging 
congregants to donate to the less fortunate and become involved in acts of benevolence and 
goodwill. This reflects the Jewish tradition of Tikkun Olam or ‘repair of the world’ and the 
continuance of the belief in righteousness which is a fundamental aspect of Jewish living. Evidently 
the communal nature of synagogue service provides a means for individuals to collectively express 
the fundamental beliefs of Judaism as a member of a broader community.  
 

In all, synagogue service is an imperative practice within Judaism which permits individual adherents 
to convene as a part of a wider community to express their faith in prayer and worship. Whether it be 
through individual engagement in prayer and synagogue attire, or thought communal recitation or 
festivals, the nature of synagogue service is both personal and collective in the expression of beliefs 
of the Jewish tradition.  

 
 


