
 

 

CRIME STUDY GUIDE 1 
The Nature of Crime 
 
The Meaning of Crime 

a) Define ‘crime’ 
crime – a broad term used to describe many unlawful activities, from the 
extreme, such as murder to more minor offences, such as speeding. A crime 
includes any act or omission, which results in harm to society at large and is 
punishable by the state, including the court system and state or Commonwealth 
bodies.  

b) How and why does ‘crime’ differ between countries? 
Crime differs between countries as many countries and societies have different 
culture, history, legal traditions and social attitudes, religious beliefs and 
political systems are factors in every society that combine to determine how 
crime is define and punished. 

c) Why does the state act as the prosecution in a criminal case rather than the 
victim?  
The state acts as the prosectuio in a criminal case because the accused has 
rebelled against the state by breaking the state’s laws, also a victim wouldn’t act 
as the prosecution as that would be too much for them. A crime is seen to harm 
all of society.  

d) Why is crime a constantly changing area of law? 
Crime is a constantly changing area of law because the acts which are seen to be 
punishable are constantly changing with the views of society and societal values. 
For example, enw crimes are being committed due to advancements and 
introduction of technology uprises computer crimes. Also, for centuries the 
practise of witchcraft was considered a serious offence punishable by death 
throughout the British Empire. Obviously times have changed and this act would 
not be punishable. Society’s evolving attitudes – changing the area of crime in 
regards to the law. 

e) Why is criminal law a particularly controversial area of law? Between 
whom does it cause tension? 
Criminal law is a particularly controversial area of the law because any changes 
will usually have wide-ranging effects on the rights and the freedoms of all 
members of society. As a result, there’s often tension between the rights of the 
accused, the rights of the victim (individual rights) and the rights and interests 
of the wider community. 

 
Elements of a Crime 

a) What has to be proved before an offence can be brought to court? 
There are two fundamental elements that needs to be proven to most offences: 
- that the accused person actually committed the crime (actus reus) 
- that the accused person sufficiently intended to commit the crime (mens rea) 
i) Actus Reus 
b) Define ‘actus reus’ 
actus reus – a Latin term meaning ‘guilty act’ that refers to the physical act of 
carrying out a crime 
c) How is actus reus proved? 
The prosecution must prove that the accused did in fact carry out the relevant 
act required for crime – physical evidence and witness testimony can help 
d) Explain what the actus reus must be. 
It must be a voluntary act but can also include an omission or failure to act, 
particularly in cases of criminal negligence. 



 

 

ii) Mens Rea 
e) Define ‘mens rea’ 
mens rea- a Latin term meaning ‘guilty mind’, meaning that the accused 
intended (to some degree) to commit the crime knowing their actions were 
wrong 
f) What does the prosecution have to prove in order to prove mens rea? 
In order for the prosecution to succeed, it must be able to prove that, to the 
necessary degree, the accused intended to commit the crime. 
g) What types of acts would constitute mens rea? 
A criminal act to cause harm to another would constitute as mens rea as it needs 
to be established whether or not that person intended to kill. 
h) Outline the three main levels of mens rea – intention, recklessness, 
criminal negligence 
intention- a clear, malicious or wilful intention to commit the crime. This is the 
highest and usually most difficult level of mens rea for the prosecution to prove. 
recklessness- an intermediate level of intent, this means that the accused was 
aware that their action could lead to a rime being committed, but chose to take 
that risk anyway. 
criminal negligence-   where the accused fails to foresee the risk where they 
should have and so allows the avoidable danger to occur, usually resulting in 
harm to or the death of another person that the accused had a duty to protect 
i) Outline the cases of R v Thomas Sam and R v Manju Sam 2009 NSW. 
This case outlines a father and mother charged with manslaughter by criminal 
negligence, revolving around the death of the couple’s nine-month-old daughter, 
who suffered from eczema. The parents were well educated, yet refused to give 
their daughter the treatment that they needed, leaving the daughter suffering. 
The condition was medically treatable, yet because treatment was denied the 
child had unnecessarily suffered and died from it. The father had a higher duty of 
care as usually as he was a trained homeopath with a higher degree of medical 
knowledge. The mother received five years and four months imprisonment, 
while the father received eight years. 

iii) Causation 
j) Define the legal term ‘causation’ 
causation - the link between the behaviour of the accused and the result (i.e. 
that the behaviour of the accused actually caused the criminal act alleged). 
k) Use the case of R v Munter (2009) NSW to explain the meaning of 
causation 
In the case of R v Munter (2009) NSWSC 158, the accused, Todd Munter was 
charged with manslaughter after he punched 66-year-old Ken Proctor over a 
dispute regarding water restrictions. Shortly afterwards, Mr Proctor died from a 
heart attack that occurred as a result of the blows inflicted upon him by Mr 
Munter. Althought Mr Munter had no apparent intention to murder Mr Proctor, 
Mr Munter was convicted of manslaughter and jailed for three years and three 
months.  

iv) Strict Liability Offences 
l) Define ‘strict liability offence’ 
strict liability offence – an offence where the mens rea does not need to be 
proved; only the actus reus (the guilty act) needs to be proved 
m) What sort of offences are strict liability cases? 
Strict liability cases are minor offences.  
n) Why are strict liability crimes restricted to minor crimes? 
Strict liability crimes are restricted to minor crimes as they have dramatically 
lower the level of proof required to achieve a criminal convictions, lessening an 



 

 

accused’s rights in the criminal process.  
o) Use an example to explain a strict liability offence. 
- selling alcohol or cigarettes to people under the age of 18 
       - it doesn’t matter whether or not the seller knew the buyers were underage; 
the only thing that matters is that they were underage.  
-speeding offences 
- breaches of regulation 
p) Why do strict liability offences exist if they lessen the accused’s rights? 
This is because of its administrative advantages – for example, to assist the legal 
system in coping with the daily comply with a particular law.  
 

Categories of Crimes 
a) Outline four different categories of crimes. 

These categories often affect the way an offence is investigated, prosecuted or 
punished. 
Four different categories of crime: 
1. type of offence for e.g. offences against the person or drug offences 
2. Jurisdiction including whether it is a NSW or Cth crime 
3. Seriousness of offence  (summary/indictable) 
4. Parties to a crime e.g. whether the accused is the principal offender of the 
crime or assisted in some way. 

 
A. Types of Offences 

 
Type of Offence Examples 
Offences against the person Homicide, assault, sexual assault 
Offence against the sovereign Treason, sedition 
Economic offences Property offences, white=collar crime, 

computer offences 
Drug offences Trafficking, possession, use 
Driving offences Speeding, drink driving, negligent driving 
Public order offences Offensive conduct, obstructing traffic, 

affray, bomb hoaxes 
Preliminary offences Attempts, conspiracy 
Regulatory offences Breach of water restrictions, fire 

restrictions or public transport rules 
 

i) Offences Against the Person 
b) Briefly outline the following crimes against the person 
1. Homicide – the unlawful killing of a human being – This includes both 
deliberate and accidental acts of killing, with varying degrees of mens rea 
applicable. There are four main categories of homicide in NSW law: murder, 
manslaughter, infanticide and death by reckless driving. 
2. Murder – the deliberate killing of a person – the most serious homicide 
offence and is punishable by life imprisonment. In order to prove in a court that 
a killing was murder the prosecution must show that at least one of the 
following exists: 
 -     the accused intended to deliberately kill the victim 
 -        the act was done with reckless indifference in another human life; that is, 
the accused did not care that the act might end a human being’s life 
-         the act was done while committing or attempting to commit another 
serious crime punishable by life or 25 years’ imprisonment. 



 

 

Case e.g. for reckless indifference to another human life : Boughey v The Queen 
(1986): a doctor strangled his wife during a sex ‘game’, there was a substantial 
chance of harm, that Boughey had the knowledge and capacity to know better. 
Boughey was convicted of murder.  
3. Manslaughter – the killing of a person in a manner that is considered to 
be less intentional than murder – It is punishable by up to 25 years 
imprisonment. 
There are three main types of manslaughter: 
    -    Voluntary manslaughter – occurs when a person kills with intent, but 
there are mitigating circumstances (such as the defence of provocation: the 
defence where the defendant claims that their actions were a direct result of 
another peroson’s action’s ) which reduce their culpability.  
    -    Involuntary manslaughter – is the killing of a person where the death 
occurred because the accused acted in a reckless or negligent way, but without 
intention to kill the person.  
    -    Constructive manslaughter – is the killing of a person while the accused 
was carrying out another dangerous or unlawful act. 
4. Infanticide – the death of a baby under the age of 12 months at the hands of 
its mother. If the accused to found to have been suffering from post-natal 
depression after the birth of the child this can be seen as a mitigating 
circumstance. 
5. Dangerous driving causing death – e.g. drunk, drugs, speeding. 
maximum penalty sentence 10 years, aggravating circumstances can lead to up 
to 19 years imprisonment. 
6. Assault – a criminal offence involving the infliction of physical force of the 
threat of physical force. 
- most common form of crim against a person 
- also includes common assault- assault where there is no actual physical harm 
to another person, including threatening to cause physical harm to another 
person. 

7. Sexual crimes - 
- sexual assault – when someone is forced into sexual intercourse against their will 
and without their consent formerly known is common law as ‘rape’ 
- indecent assault – an assault and ‘act of indecency’ on or in the presence of 
another person without their consent 
- aggravated sexual assault in company – sexual assault performed with another 
person or people present together with aggravating circumstances. 
- most serious sexual offence in NSW 
- viewed by law as equivalent in seriousness to murder 
c) Explain how the cases R v AEM: R v KEM ; R v MM led to the reform of law in 
respect to sexual assault. 
R v AEM: R v KEM ; R v MM (2002) NSW  
• 3 young men (18, 16, 16), lured two 16 years old girls who were waiting for a 

taxi. The girls were forcibly detained & sexually assaulted over a period of 
several hours. They were over a period of several hours. They were threatened 
with knives & verbal threats. 

• At the time the only applicable crime was aggravated sexual assault. The men 
were originally sentenced to 5-6 years imprisonment each. The abhorrent 
nature of these crimes led to a public outcry. The NSW parliament introduced 
new laws & tougher penalties in response, creating the new offence aggravated 
sexual assault in company.  



 

 

• On appeal, the judges decided to substitute the original sentences to 13-14 years 
imprisonment each. 
 

ii) Offence against the sovereign (political offences against the state or head of 
state) 
d) Give examples and define two crimes against the sovereign. 
2 crimes against the sovereign: 
1. Treason – an attempt or manifest intention to levy war against the state, assist 
the enemy, or cause harm to or the death of a head of state. 
2. Sedition – promoting discontent, hatred or state through slanderous use of 
language. In Australia, sedition includes the offences of urging force or violence 
against the government.  
e) Why have sedition laws been revived in Australia? 
In 2005, the Commonwealth Government (PM John Howard) introduced a range of 
controversial anti-terrorism laws in the Anti-Terrorism Act which included a 
revived sedition law. 
f) Why were the new sedition laws criticised? 
These new sedition laws were criticised for being unnecessary, against the times, 
and a danger to freedom of expression, particularly in relation to commentary and 
critique by the media and the arts. 
h) What has been done to address these criticisms? 
In order to address these criticisms, when the labor government, was elected to 
power in 2007, it immediately commissioned a review of the laws by the ALRC with 
a view to amending them. They recommended to remove any reference to the term 
‘sedition’ from the laws. They are yet to be amended.  
 

iii) Economic Offences 
g) Define ‘economic offences’ 
economic offences – this is a broad term, and includes a wide range of crimes that 
can result in a person or persons losing property or sums of money. It’s the largest 
area of criminal law because it encompasses some of the most common types of 
crime. 
h) What are the three main categories of economic offences? 
1. Crimes against property 
2. white-collar crime 
2. computer offences 
i) Briefly outline the three main offences against property – larceny, robbery, 
break and enter 
larceny – when one or more persons intentionally take another person’s property 
without consent and without intention of retuning it. More commonly known as 
‘theft’ or ‘stealing’ 
1. Robbery – when property is taken directly from the victim, usually forcefully. 
2. Break and enter – commonly kown as burglary, break and enter offences 

usually occur when a person enters a home with intent to commit an offence. 
j) Define ‘white collar crime’ 
white collar crime – general term given to various non-violent crimes associated 
with business people or professionals, often difficult to detect, time-consuming, 
expensive 
k) Briefly outline the three main white collar crimes – embezzlement, tax 
evasion and insider trading. 
1. Embezzlement – when a person steals money from a business over a period of 
time while they are employed at that workplace. 



 

 

2. Tax Evasion – an attempt of taxes due by concealing or underestimating a person 
or business’s income or assets. 
3. Insider trading – when a person illegally trades on the share market to their own 
advantage using confidential information. 
l) Outline the case R v Rivkin (2003) 
• The accused, Rene Rivkin, was a well-known Australian entrepreneur, investor 

and stockbroker.  
• Guilty of inside trading, for having purchased some 50 000 shares in Qantas. 
• It was found that Mr Rivkin had been told confidential information by a company 

executive – just hours before he bought the shares of an impending merger 
between Qantas and the company, Impulse.(likely that the prices would rise – 
resultant: $2662.94 profit) 

• Rivkin convicted and sentenced to 9 months of periodic weekend detention & 
stockbroker licence revoked. 

m) Define computer crime. 
computer crime – include various crimes related to hacking and unauthorised 
access or modification of data. 
n) List two computer crime offences under the Crimes Act 1999 NSW? 
The Crimes Act 1900 (NSW) lists a number of computer offences, including 
unauthorised access to restricted data and more serious crimes such as impairment 
of electronic communication with intent to commit a serious offence.  
o) Define fraud. 
fraud – deceitful or dishonest conduct carried out for personal gain. 
p) List at least two ways in which it may occur. 
It is often an element of other offences such as fraudulent personation or obtaining 
credit by fraud . 
r) What are drug offences and what other crimes may they involve? 
Drug offences relate to acts involving prohibited or restricted drugs There are many 
crimes that may be involved with drug abuse/addiction, such as larceny, robbery, 
break and enter or prostitution.  
s) List the legislation related to drug offences. 
In NSW, the Drug Misuse and Trafficking Act 1985 (NSW) outlines numerous 
offences related to prohibited or restricted drugs, with some additional offences 
included in the Summary Offences Act 1988 (NSW). 
t) Briefly outline the main drug offences. 
Some main drug offences are: 
• possession of a prohibited drug (with the knowledge they do) 
• use of a prohibited drug 
• cultivation (growth of prohibited plant) 
• supply of a prohibited drug 
u) What types of sanctions exist for drug crimes? Use the case of Van Nguyen. 
Drug offences often carry severe penalties, such as drug rehabilitation program and 
complying with a good behaviour bod. Suppliers are dealt with more severely. Drug 
traffickers face lengthy jail sentences in Australia, particularly for international 
trafficking. E.g. 25-year-old Australian Van Nguyen, was hanged for drug trafficking 
in Singapore. 
v) What legislation covers driving offences? 
Driving offences are included in both the Road Transport (Safety and Traffic 
Management) Act 1999 (NSW) and The Crimes Act 1900 (NSW). 
w) What sanctions are used to deal with this type of crime? Why? 
Sanctions used in driving offences include on-the-spot fines because they relate to 
strict liability offences such as speeding.  



 

 

x) List the most common driving offences, both minor and more serious.  
Most common driving offences: 
• exceeding the speed limit 
• driving without a licence/while disqualified 
• ignoring road signs 
• driving at alcohol limit of 0.05 ^ 
More serious: 
• furious/reckless driving 
• negligent driving causing death or serious bodily harm 
• failing to stop and give assistance to an accident involving death or injury. 
y) Define public order offence – read the whole paragraph before completing 
this point. 
public order offence – relate to acts that are deemed to disturb the public order in 
some way, such as disturbance in or in sight of a public area. 
- often acts that society deems inappropriate or offensive when conducted in public, 
although they may be perfectly legal or acceptable within the confines of one’s own 
home. 
z) List the legislation and some examples of minor public order offences and 
the sanctions they incur. 
There are a number of public order offences listed in the Summary Offences Act 
1988 (NSW) and under part 3A of the Crime Act 1900 (NSW) 
Most common public order offences are: 
• obscene, indecent or threatening language or behaviour in public 
• possessing a knife in a public place without reasonable excuse 
• obstructing traffic or ignoring a reasonable police direction to ‘move on’ 
• damaging public fountains or protected places. 
• These offences will usually incur a fine or other lesser penalty. 
aa) List two serious public order offences and the sanctions they occur. 
• The offence of affray – using or threatening to use the unlawful violence on 

another that would cause a person of reasonable firmness to fear for their safety. 
• Riot – similar to affray, but with 12 or more people using or threatening to use 

unlawful violence for a common purpose. 
• Explosive & firearms offences 
Sanctions : heard in court, punishable by up to 10 years.  
bb) Define preliminary crimes. Include the words attempt and conspiracy. 
preliminary crimes – refers to offences that precede the commission of a crime or 
where the crime has not been completed for some reasons: for e.g. it may have been 
interrupted or unsuccessful. They fall into two categories: attempts and conspiracy.  
cc) How does the Crimes Act view an attempt to commit a crime? 
The Crimes Act views an attempt to commit a crime as an offence and will usually be 
punishable by the same penalty as if the crime had taken place. (apart from 
attempted murder, as that is less punishment). 
dd) (THINK) WHY? 
This is because even though the accused was unsuccessful, doesn’t mean they didn’t 
want to commit the crime & have the same mindset as a criminal.  
ee) What does the prosecution have to prove in an attempt case? Use the case 
of r v Whybrow as an example. 
In an attempt case, the prosecution will need to show that the offence was all but 
completed or failed for some reason despite an intention to complete it. 
R v. Whybrow: 
A husband connected electricity to the soap dish in the family bath in order to 
electrocute his wife. It was unsuccessful and she only received a shock but the court 
found him guilty of attempted murder.  



 

 

ff) What is conspiracy? When is it seen to have taken place? What may it be 
difficult to prove. 
conspiracy – when two or more people plot to commit a crime together. The 
conspiracy is complete where an agreement (the act) is reached between the parties, 
with the intention also shown by each person’s explicit agreement to commit the 
offence. It may be difficult for a prosecutor to prove conspiracy without the aid of a 
confession or record, such as a signed document or phone tap, because the crime 
allegedly agreed to will not have taken place. 
gg) What are regulatory offences and how do they differ from other more 
serious offences? 
regulatory offences – usually set out in delegated legislation, such as regulations or 
local laws, that address a range of day-today situations and standards. They differ 
from more serious offences set out in statute or common law, which only be 
modified by parliament (or in some cases the courts), in that they are considered 
more minor offences with lesser penalities. 
hh) List three examples. 

 Regulatory offences include: 
• Watering the garden despite water restrictions being in place 
• Breaching workplace health and safety regulations 
• Travelling on public transport without a valid ticket. 
ii) What is the nature of a regulatory offence, who enforces it and what are the 
sanctions. 
Regulatory offences are usually strict liability offences, which means they do not 
require any intention to be proved. They will usually be enforced by government 
officers or local law enforcement officers. Sanctions include fines or loss in 
particular licence.  

 

Summary and Indictable Offences 
a) Define ‘summary offence’ 

summary offences – less severe offences that are heard and sentenced by a 
magistrate in a Local Court. 

b) By whom are they heard? What types of sanctions are imposed and what 
legislation covers this type of offence? 
Summary offences are head by a magistrate in a Local Court. Sanctions include a 
bond or fine that may include a jail sentence of 1-5 years. 

c) Define ‘indictable offences’? 
indictiable offences – more severe offences that are heard and sentenced by a 
judge in a District Court or tried before a judge and jury.  

d) What is the trial procedure in these cases? 
Trial procedures of indictable offences is ‘triable summarily’ – meaning that the 
accused will be able to choose to have the case heard by a magistrate in the Local 
Court or a judge and jury in the District Court.  

e) Explain the concept of ‘triable summarily’ 
‘triable summarily’ – meaning that the accused will be able to choose to have 
the case heard by a magistrate in the Local Court or a judge and jury in the 
District Court. 

f)  
Summary Offence Indictable Offence 
- a less serious offence that is tried by 
a magistrate in the Local Court 

- a more serious offence (such as 
murder or rape), tried by a judge and 
jury 



 

 

- the judgement and punishment are 
determined by a magistrate 

- the judgement is determined by a 
jury and the punishment is 
determined by the judge 

- the charge is usually laid by a police 
officer or a government officer 

- the charge is brought by a public 
prosecutor working for the state 

- the punishment is usually less 
severe, such as a fine, good behaviour 
bond or community service 

- the punishment will usually be 
imprisonment or a hefty fine 

 
Parties to a Crime 

a) Who are parties to a crime? 
Any person who has been involved in any way in committing a crime may 
become a ‘party’ to the crime. 

b) How is punishment determined in these cases? 
Punishment is determined by that person’s level of involvement in the crime. 

c) Outline the four categories of parties to a crime – principal in the first 
degree, principal in the second degree, accessory before the fact and 
accessory after the fact. 
The parties to a crime and divided into four main categories: 
1. Principal in the first degree- this is the principal offender, or the person 
who actually commits the criminal act .e.g. in an armed robbery this would be 
the person who actually pointed the weapon and took the money.  
2. Principal in the second degree – this is a person who was present at the 
crime and assisted or encouraged the principal offender. 
3. Accessory before fact – this will be someone who has helped the principal to 
plan or carry out the crime 
4. Accessory after the fact – this is someone who has assisted the principal 
after the actual act is committed, e.g. by driving a getaway car or disposing of 
evidence. 

Factors Affecting Criminal Behaviour 
a) What is ‘criminology’? 

criminology – the scientific study of crime and criminal behaviour 
b) Factors that lead to criminal behaviour 

a. Psychological – psychological or pathological factors will often be 
relevant to the commission of an offence, with many forms of mental 
illness affecting a person’s behaviour. These factors will often be 
important during the criminal process, as early as the time of arrest or 
charge, or relevant to the accused’s state of mind and raised by either 
prosecution or defence during a criminal trial. Psychological factors 
contributing to the offence will also be relevant during sentencing, and 
particular sentencing programs, such as drug rehabilitation programs, 
will focus on the accused’s psychological rehabilitation.  

b. Social – including their family situation or personal relationships. The 
social groups that people associated with will often influence a person’s 
attitudes and views of acceptable behaviour.  

c. Economic – these factors present one of the most substantial reasons for 
committing of crims in NSW. People from disadvantaged backgrounds 
are more likely to commit crimes and front out courts that any other 
group. In some instances, offender 

d. Genetic – genetic theories surrounding criminal behaviour have long 
been a top of interest for scientists and criminologists. E.g. in the early 
19th century, the science of ‘phrenology’ was born. Under this approach, 
criminals had their head measured to determine whether there were any 



 

 

physical characteristics that could allow scientists to pick people as 
potential criminals. The genetic studies have not been conclusive, 
therefore do not play a great role in criminal activity. 

e. Political – not most influential factor, but have played a role in criminal 
behaviour for centuries. Offences against the sovereign or offences 
against the state are likely to have some political factors influencing their 
commission. 

f. Self-interest – play some role in the committing of a crime, from drug 
offences committed for profit or for use, property offences for profit, 
offences against the persons for revenge, and white-collar crimes such as 
embezzlement or insider trading. 

 
Crime Prevention: Situational and Social 

a) What is involved in situational crime prevention? What does it aim to do? 
Situational crime prevention usually involves one of two approaches: 
1. Planning and architectural design, which focuses upon the influence of 
physical environments upon crime. 
2. Focused (situational) approaches, which rest on rational choice theory, which 
views offenders as actors who weigh up potential gains, risks and costs. 
Situational crime prevention aims to make it more difficult for criminals to carry 
out a crime and therefore stop the crime before it is committed.  

b) List some of the way in which situational crime prevention has been 
implemented? 
Planning and architectural design, for e.g. may revolve around security, such as 
installing bars or an alarm system at home to ward off would-be-thieves, or 
using computer passwords or internet firewalls to deter the theft of data. 
Strategies such as avoiding crime ‘hotspots’ like poorly lit alleyways and car 
parks can assist in preventing crime. More unusual tactics have include shopping 
centres playing classical music to deter groups of young people from 
congregating and causing trouble (CCTV) – closed-circuit television cameras.  

c) Explain the notion of ‘decreasing the rewards of crime’? 
‘Decreasing the rewards of crime’ is another form of situational crime 
prevention. E.g. of this approach is the use of colour tags attached to clothing in 
shops. The tag sets off a detector at the door of the shop if someone tries to walk 
out with the item without purchasing it. If the tag is removed by forced, it 
releases blue dye all over the stolen item, rendering it useless. 

d) What does social crime prevention aim to do? 
Social crime prevention aims to combat social problems of poor school 
attendance, social and economic disadvantaged, poor home environment and 
parenting, etc. 

e) What social factors may be involved in criminal behaviour? 
Social factors that may be involved in criminal behaviour: 
- poor home environment and parenting 
- social and economic disadvantage 
- poor school attendance 
- early contact with the police and other authorities 

f) List ways in which the government and society has tried to address this 
issue. 
Ways in which the government and society have tried to address this issue: 
Government spends millions of dollars in different areas to try to combat these 
social problems. Students deemed to be ‘at risk’, Scho 

g) THINK – Why would social crime prevention be more effective than 
situational crime prevention? 
Social crime prevention is more effective than situational crime prevention 



 

 

because if you assist with these social problems, it is more likely the potential 
criminal will be in the situation to attempt a crime. Therefore, situational crime 
prevention is a step too late. 


