
 

 

Hominin evolution 
 

Hominin species Time & 
geographical 
range 

Brain & 
physiological 
development 

Diet Behaviour 

Australopithecus 
afarensis 

 

2.8-3.9 million 
years ago.  

420-500 cc Mainly plant 
based; leaves, 
fruits, seeds, 
roots, nuts, 
insects, small 
vertebrates 
(eg lizards) 

Used simple tools that may 
have included sticks and 
other non-durable plant 
materials found in the 
immediate surroundings.  

Stones may also have been 
used as tools.  Likely that 
they lived in small social 
groups containing a mixture 
of males and females.  

Homo habilis 

 

1.6-2 million 
years ago  

560-700 cc. 
significant 
change in 
mental 
capabilities and 
a shift toward 
new survival 
strategies. 

Marrow, 
scavenging, 
seasonal 
vegetation.  

First evidence of stone tools. 
This represented a significant 
change in mental capabilities 
and a shift toward new 
survival strategies. 

Homo erectus 

 

200,000 
years ago - 
1.5 million 
years ago 

750-1140 cc Plants, nuts, 
fruit, small 
game, some 
large game.  

Tools gradually became 
smaller over time and came 
to include a greater variety of 
designs. 

Homo 
neanderthalensis 

 

120,000-
28,000 years 
ago 

1400-1800cc  Plants, nuts, 
fruit, animals 

Used some rituals, had 
evidence of clothes, burial 
ceremonies. Evidence shows 
that Neanderthals had a 
complex culture although 
they did not behave in the 
same ways as the early 
modern humans who lived at 
the same time.  



 

 

Homo sapiens

 
 

160,000 
years ago to 
present 

1040-1595 cc Hunting, fishing, 
wild grains, 
plants.  

Communicated through art, 
language, ritual, music. Used 
complex tools with regional 
differences and dialects. The 
earliest Homo sapiens had a 
relatively simple culture, 
although it was more 
advanced than any previous 
species. Made stone tools 
such as flakes, scrapers and 
points Animal hide clothing 
may have been worn in 
cooler areas, although direct 
evidence of clothing only 
exists for the last 30,000 
years. This evidence includes 
specialised tools such as 
needles; adornments such as 
buttons and beads sewn onto 
clothing; and the remains of 
animals, such as arctic foxes 
and wolves, that indicate they 
were trapped for their fur.  

 


