
 

 

To what extent do the texts you have studied reveal both the emotional and 
intellectual  responses provoked by the experience of discovering?  

The notion of discovery encompasses the foundation of ideological reassessment 
as it embodies the entirety of human experiences that manipulate and enrich an 
individual’s perspective. The words of Andre Gide, “Man cannot discover new 
oceans unless he has the courage to lose sight of the shore” support this concept 
as it recognizes the necessity of curiosity for the discoverment of new worlds 
and values. This significant process, which can be extrinsic or intrinsic, offers a 
significant opportunity for individuals to reassess their previous perspectives,  
which often leads to transformations. A person’s curiosity and individual 
necessities can become the catalyst for continual discoveries.  
This can result in a variety of emotional and intellectual discoveries which may 
permanently redesign an individual’s viewpoint, as explored by Gide. 
Experiences have the ability to completely alter our emotions, or our thoughts 
and intellectual opinions towards a subject, as these things are influenced by 
personal experiences. Therefore, discoveries challenge a person’s individuality 
and may catalyse metamorphosis. These ideas are epitomized in Che Guevara’s 
“The Motorcycle Diaries” as his initial physical discovery of Latin America led to 
a revolution of Guevara’s state of mind, affecting him both emotionally and 
intellectually. Furthermore, “Refugee Blues” by W.H Auden explores the abuse of 
human rights, leading to emotional and intellectual discoveries as the composer 
realises the true cruelty of humanity.  
 
People are a sum of their experiences as they may change or challenge 
perceptions forever. They are significant to our journey of self-discovery as our 
inherent nature allows an emotional response to be developed due to our 
exposure to new circumstances.  This ideal is conveyed in “MD” in ‘La gioconda’s 
smile” through “It is in a case like this that a doctor knows he is powerless in 
such circumstances, that he longs for change”. The specific use of ‘doctor’ instead 
of ‘person’ highlights the idea that Che’s medical degree is incompetent without 
the correct resources and adequate equipment, which also illustrates the degree 
of poverty in this place. This irony leads him to new values and stimulates his 
socialist spirit as he sees the necessity for dramatic improvement and equality. 
The sympathetic tone conveys an emotional response as it indicates that Che 
feels powerless. Additionally,  “complete powerlessness” and “wheezing and 
panting” depict the severity of the poverty as the audience perceives Ernesto as a 
man who desires to help but is unable to, portraying him as a caring man who is 
more than the well-known revolutionist. The reference to the ‘poor old woman’ 
in this quote is an appeal to pathos and further portrays Che’s pitiful emotions. 
Also, through ‘longs for change’, we witness the emotional impact this sight has 
had upon Che, as the unfortunate circumstances have sparked his desire for the 
improvement of this place, and thus, have enlightened his revolutionary spirit.   
 
Similarly, Auden presents a parallel idea through the choice of the form of his 
poem. This is fundamental to the aim of the poem as ‘Blues’ was the customary 
form of expression for the disenfranchised coloured Americans. By choosing to 
adopt this form, Auden conveys dual criticism. He critiques not solely the Nazi’s 
treatment of the Jews, but also America’s treatment of black Americans. The 



 

 

structure, whilst it focuses on the individual suffering of this particular Jewish 
refugee, it moves from their particular circumstances to the wider plight of Jews 
across Nazi occupied Europe at the time. Furthermore, an emotional response is 
depicted through “Standing on a great plan in the falling snow; Ten thousand 
soldiers marched to and fro”. The speaker’s vulnerability and isolation is 
emphasised by ‘ten thousand’, which contrasts ‘you and me’. 
This is further conveyed thorough the connotations of ‘snow’, which depict a 
hostile environment. It is a metaphorical image used to connote the hostility of 
Nazi-occupied Europe towards the Jews and to express the sense that they were 
powerless in this matter. The words ‘looking for you and me’ create a sense of 
being hunted, creating an atmosphere of threat, and therefore emotional 
distress.  
 
The exposure to a new environment can challenge an individual’s perceptions or 
beliefs, which can lead to intellectually stimulating results. Ernesto evidently 
communicates this concept through “while I shift from one understanding of the 
world to another”. The use of the word ‘shift’ creates the idea of Ernesto’s 
gradual change in perspective due to his personal experiences. It also suggests 
that his transformation was involuntary and entirely dependant on the poverty 
and inequality he had witnessed. Moreover, the concept of there being more than 
one “understanding of the world” identifies that perspectives are based on 
personal experiences and thus, can completely transform when one is exposed to 
new circumstances. Additionally, this bildungsroman depicts the intellectual 
transformation of Ernesto.  The preface explores the notion of transformative 
experiences leading to self-discovery due to the amendment of individual 
perceptions, dreams and ambitions. This is evident in “he grew increasingly 
aware of the pain of many others and he allowed it to become a part of himself”. 
Through these words, Aleida communicates how Che’s experiences and new 
knowledge gained from his journey shaped the person he became as the ‘pain’ 
and poverty he witnessed broadened his views and enabled him to adopt new 
perspectives. These physical experiences awakened the socialist spirit within 
Ernesto, as he saw the need for equality throughout a continent whose culture 
was corrupted, violated and disrespected by western civilisation. Furthermore, 
Aleida’s words “slowly we see how his dreams and ambitions changed” hints at 
the idea that due to Che’s personal experiences, his motivation and intellectual 
thoughts have developed into self-less views that are beyond himself.  
 
Likewise, Auden expresses this concept through “Dreamed I saw a building with 
a thousand floors, a thousand windows and a thousand doors”. The subject 
witnesses the abundance of accommodation and space in this new land, however 
says “Not one of them was ours, me dear, not one of them was ours”. He does not 
comprehend the reason for their persecution. Thus, it intellectually stimulates 
him as he realises the extent to which their human rights are being abused. The 
repetitions of ‘a thousand’ emphasises the scale of the injustice and how easily it 
could have been stopped. It also suggests that there were countless 
opportunities for people to provide aid and protect them from the Nazis, but 
nobody did, illustrating a lack of respect. Additionally, the juxtaposition of “one” 
in the previous stanza with the repetition of ‘a thousand’ highlights the 
vulnerability and isolated state of the Jewish refugees. Auden also depicts an 



 

 

intellectual response of the speaker through “saw the birds in the trees; They 
had no politicians and sang at ease: They weren’t the human race, my dear, they 
weren’t the human race”. The speaker’s experience as a refugee has lead to his 
acknowledgement of the cruelty of human kind, and enhances this notion 
through the comparison to peaceful nature. The third person generic pronoun 
‘human race’ links back to that of ‘German Jews’ used in verse 8 and helps to 
highlight the dehumanisation of the Jews by the Nazis, as they are referred to 
separately from the human race, making them appear less than human which 
was how Hitler presented them in his speeches. Through the severe injustice, the 
speaker becomes perfectly aware of the corruption of humanity.  
 
In summation, discovery embodies the totality of human experiences and can 
evoke emotional and intellectual responses. This may be achieved by exposing 
our mentality to new experiences and events which completely alter our 
perceptions, leading to the metamorphosis of existing values. This notion is 
clearly exemplified through “Motorcycle Diaries” and “Refugee Blues” as they 
embody the concept of political corruption resulting in emotional and 
intellection responses by the affected.  
 
 
 


