
 

 

The process of discovery involves uncovering 

what is hidden and reconsidering what is known. 

How is this perspective on discovery explored in your prescribed text 

and one other related text of your own choosing. 

It is only when one reconsiders and uncovers the old and new that they discover.  The 

realisation and acknowledgment that evil exists results in an altered perspective on life and 

the surrounding world.  “The Tempest” written in 1611 by William Shakespeare exhibits 

various discoveries of self which lead to altered perceptions of the world.  Similarly, the 

poem “Design” by Robert Frost, reveals that discovery is through both the known and 

unknown due to reconsideration and uncovering the hidden.  Discovery allows individuals to 

gain new insights and perspective through uncovering of what is hidden and reconsidering 

the known. 

Discovering the unknown only occurs when an individual is ready to accept change.  The 

individual has to be willing to learn about the unknown to welcome difference.  In the poem 

“Design”, the persona finds “a dimpled spider” which has killed a moth upon a flower that is 

diseased by a fungus.  The symbolism of the spider and the representation of it throughout 

leads the persona to question God through his discovery of the evil present in Nature.  The 

persona’s moment of discovery of the evil and dark side of nature is indicative in the use of 

a pun in the rhetorical question “What but design of darkness to appall?”  This is shocking 

and dark as the persona questions the meaning and purpose of God and his designs in 

Nature.  It is only through discovering the simple that one can discover the hidden.  Similarly 

in “The Tempest” Miranda discovers evil through her father, Prospero revealing their past.  

Miranda undergoes a personal Discovery of her past and the world which is indicative in the 

oxymoron “Good wombs have borne bad sons.”  This refers to her loving grandmother who 

gave birth to sons which were evil and wicked.  It suggests that Miranda has realised that 

the world is not all good and there is evil in man.  Rediscovering and uncovering the hidden 

reveals the imperfections of both people and Nature.  The persona in “Design” questions 

Nature when they see “a snow-drop spider, a flower like a froth”.  The irony that a “snow-

drop spider” is at the beginning of spring alludes to the idea of life and creation, but which is 

the opposite of a spider which takes away life.  The persona is forced to look at Nature twice 

through their discovery of evil in the smallest of things.  Additionally, the persona raises the 

question if there are elements of pattern design in nature and if Nature is governed by a 

sinister nature.  Through a closer view and wider perspective, one is able to Discover 

endlessly.  Likewise, in “The Tempest”, the realisation by the King of Naples, Alonso of his 

wrongdoings and discovers the crimes and pain he has done to Prospero.  This is indicative 

in the repetition of “monstrous” as if he were stuttering and lost for words.  Additionally, 

the personification of “the winds did sing it to” him reinforce that Alonso has undergone a 

self-discovery of his de 

 



 

 

 

Uncovering and discovering the unknown leads an individual to question what has already 

been known.  After uncovering the unknown, perceptions already formed are questioned, 

reconsidered and altered.  The repetition of rhetorical questions in the last stanza of 

“Design” indicates the persona’s disbelief and confusion with nature.  “The wayside blue 

and innocent heal-all?”  

  


