
 

 

Politics is a forum where when social well being is disregarded due to powerful people 

having individualised motivations chaos ensues. This reoccurring theme is demonstrated 

through the play 'The Crucible' (1953) which reflects the 1950s historical context and the 

short film, 'Trump's Inauguration Speech' (2017) which represents our current context. 

The Crucible is a play set in Salem and written in the 1950's in response to the house of 

un-American activities committee held by Senator McCarthy. Miller criticises a society 

that has a political system which creates a situation where fear, innuendo and power of 

individuals can have negative consequences. Donald Trump's inauguration also displays 

similar parallels as he manipulates people for his own aspirations and shows corrupt elite 

politicians abusing power. Through the representation of both texts it is evident that the 

representation of politics remains the same despite the contextual shift. 

 

Politics shows the effect of corruption on self expression and the abuse of power by 

individuals who use it for their own motivated actions. Miller skilfully represents this abuse 

of power in 'The Crucible' illuminates the development of his characters to raise public 

awareness that the injustices of the Salem Witch trials were a duplication of the anti 

communism in America in the 1950s. The media res in Act 1 raises our immediate 

curiosity as we are transported in the middle of the hysteria. Miller's effective 

characterisation is displayed through Abigail, the main antagonist, who represents the 

manipulator and accuser in the Salem society. Abigail's fierce and assertive tone in 

"...We danced. And Tituba conjured Ruth Putnam's dead sisters. And that is all." display 

her manipulative and deceitful nature which she used to escape the blame of being a 

witch. Miller criticises the society as it allows corrupt and deceitful people to overtake 

social morals by neglecting those who speak the truth. Furthermore near the end of Act 1 

the dramatic tension rises due to Abigail's accusations of everyone being associated with 

the devil. The climax of this act begins when Abigail repeatedly claims "I saw Sarah 

Good with the devil" "I saw Goody Osburn with the devil". The audience reflect upon the 

naivety of those leaders who are believing Abigail's lies which represents that politics can 

be controlled by anyone who has power. Miller's representation of this confronting 

dramatic text uses the Salem witch hunts as an extended metaphor for the McCarthy 

period, where the House of Un-American Activities Committee also relied on the public to 

provide false accusations to convict communists in the 1950s.  

 

Similar to the power in Salem, Donald Trump displays his manipulative power in his 

inauguration speech. Trump displays his resent towards radical Islamic terrorism, he 

continues to manipulate Americans even after the controversial muslim ban and bold 

statements against Islam. Trump was able to manipulate American citizens by instilling 

fear and then making himself look like the saviour. The hyperbole "...which we will 

eradicate completely from the face of the earth" shows him wishing to eliminate Islam 

which he believes will diminish the threat of terrorism as well. His perception of terrorism 

extends to every muslim in the world and has resulted in many innocent muslims being 

physically and emotionally harmed, which displays the power of manipulation over 

individuals. The eye level camera angle places the audience on an equal footing with 

Trump, this allows the audience to feel comfortable and easily manipulated as he creates 

a sense of homeliness and a distinguish relationship as a saviour to the 'unprotected' 

citizens of America."There should be no fear..." is ironic as Trump's motive is to resonate 

with certain people to ignite fear against muslims and consequently gain popularity. 

Trump is the epitome of power as his influence has manipulated everyone around the 



 

 

world to fear muslims and have faith in him. This reveals that people in politics use their 

power wrongfully to manipulate others for their own aspirations.  

 

Law and justice itself can be distorted and usurped for political and personal motivations 

which results in innocent victims being made into scapegoats. The USA in the 1950s saw 

accusations of people being communists, similar to the way people were associated with 

witchcraft in Salem. Judge Danforth is an unjust leader who has full power in Salem, the 

simile "...be clear, open as the sky" displays the ignorance of those in power to 

manipulate those underneath them to conform to their desires, even though Proctor has 

claimed he has not committed any crime. Light and dark imagery is displayed through 

Act 1, where light was shining through the windows, and Act 4, which shows barred 

windows blocking the sunlight. The symbolism highlights the darkness that is 

surrounding Salem as innocent people are being hung. The use of dramatic irony in "I 

cannot pardon him...twelve already hanged for the same crime. It is not just." considers 

that Proctor's innocence and the justice system are being controlled by power, and not 

logical reasoning. The reference to justice is ironic as there was insufficient evidence to 

claim people in Salem were witches. By not being eye-witnesses in the court, the 

audience is prompted to focus on the consequences of the injustice. Miller dramatically 

reveals the tension people experience when they have to decide between moral 

conscience and personal survival. Proctor resembles the common man standing against 

a corrupt legal system who in turn gives up his life to satisfy those in power. This enables 

the audience and society to ponder on the dangers of too much power and the corruption 

of the legal system. With the representation of Miller's tragic protagonist he criticises his 

own 1950s context and the anti-communist hysteria which resulted in similar 

consequences for individuals who spoke freely. 

 

Similar to the corruption in Salem courts, there is corruption in the political system of 

America. Trump has displayed his resent towards the corrupt elites of America who serve 

only themselves. The conjunction "But for too many of our citizens a different reality 

exists" displays that the elites have not served the nation what they deserve. The effect of 

the abuse of power is evident through Trump's metaphor"Mothers and children trapped 

in poverty in our inner cities...". The mid camera shot enables the viewers to see Trump's 

face more clearly as well as his interaction with the audience. This shot highlights his use 

of emphatic arm/hand gestures that build a sense of familiarity among the audience. The 

anaphora and epistrophe "We will make America wealthy again. We will make America 

proud again..." display that the American government has failed its citizens, which shows 

the wrongful use of power in a corrupt society. The repetition of 'again' insults those who 

are the main reason America is not as great as it was before, but also enables audience 

to have trust in Trump as his motive is to make America like it was before. The elites have 

exploited American citizens which has led to several people not receiving their basic 

human rights such as a secure place to live. This reveals the corruption of the political 

system as a result of extensive power given to one group and its detrimental effects on 

ordinary people who are trapped in corruption. 

 

Both texts represent the power of politics and how people misuse power for their own 

advantages. Miller effectively shows the consequences of too much power by criticising 

his political society as being personally driven and disregarding social wellbeing. Arthur 



 

 

Miller's 'The Crucible' and Donald Trump's inauguration speech illuminate the message of 

political corruption and injustice that taints social values of society. 


