
 

Wilfred Owen explores the horror and the futility of war through exploring an individual’s unique human experience at war. 

Owen highlights the horrors of war through his poem Anthem for Doomed Youth, where he highlights the harsh realities of 

war and its impact on soldiers. He also explores the deprivation of commemorative cultures which soldiers were deprived of. 

Similarly he explores the same concepts in Dulce Et Decorum Est by depicting the psychological trauma of war on soldiers.  

The horrors of war and degradation of soldiers are explored in Owen’s poetry where he explored the impact of war on an 

individual and their families. This is apparent in Wilfred Owen’s poem Anthem for Doomed Youth where he explores the 

horrors of war by illustrating the horrific experience of war. The juxtaposition of the positive connotations of ‘Anthem’ with 

the negative connotations of ‘doomed youth’ creates an ironic image, as youth represents long life compared to doomed with 

represents the pre-determined fates of young soldiers as they enter war. Furthermore, through the juxtaposition it highlights 

the traumatic experience of war as it negatively impact a young soldiers when at war. The rhetorical question as Owen asks 

‘What passing bells for those who die as cattle?’ questions the audience on the futility of war by questioning whether the 

massacre of innocent men is worth it or not. Through the dehumanising imagery, an image of soldiers being slaughtered like 

cattle are evoked, it implies the pointlessness of war as it displays an image of a slaughterer house. Furthermore, the ‘passing 

bells’ refer to the church bells usually present when an individual dies but instead the soldiers are confronted with ‘only the 

monstrous anger of the guns, only the stuttering rifles rapid rattle’. The horrors of war are emphasised through the 

consonance of the latter ‘t’ and ‘r’ in ‘the stuttering rifles rapid rattle’ further replicating the sound machine guns. This 

auditory imagery highlights the horrors of war as soldiers experience the use of warfare from daily experiences. The further 

repetition of ‘no’ through ‘no mockeries for them now; nor prayer nor bells’ emphasises the lack of commemorative culture 

given to soldiers as they are only confronted with the sound of machine guns and warfare. The death of a soldiers can have a 

negative impact  on one’s feelings. This is also explored in Anthem for Doomed Youth where the families of soldier are 

impaired with the death of a family and loved one. The ‘pallor the eyes…pall’ refers the maternal figure at home, as they 

pass their fallen family to heaven. The imagery ‘shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes’ creates an image of crying eyes, 

referring to the impact of one’s death on the family. Furthermore, Owen explores the horror and futility of war by showing 

the impact it has on the individual and the wider world.  

The same concepts are explored in Dulce Et Decorum Est, where the harsh realities of war are further highlighted in 

conjunction to the psychological and physical impact it has on a soldier’s well bring. The simile ‘bent double like old 

beggars under sacks, knock-kneed coughing like hags’ depicts an image of a soldier’s low body posture through ‘bent 

double’. This can show us how the soldiers are suffering through the daily use of warfare and heavy equipment which 

negatively impacted their physical well-bring. Furthermore, the comparison of soldiers to ‘beggars’ and ‘hags’ whom are on 

the lower hierarchal society illustrates the unimportance of soldiers as they are acknowledged for their effort. The monstrous 

tone through ‘men marched asleep, many has lost their boots’, creates a robotic tone illustrating how war disconnected the 

soldier’s brain with their body. Through this line, it illustrates the lifelessness of soldiers, as they are daily exposed to the 

horrors of war and death. The first person pronoun through ‘Under a green sea, I saw him drowning’ emphasises the 

persona’s first-hand experience of war as he witnesses his fellow colleagues ‘drowning’ from a metaphorical sea of ‘pain 

and trauma’. This further implies the horrors of war, as it not only negatively forces young men to age prematurely but it 

also impacts on their psychological wellbeing as they are haunted by war.  The further use of distinct imagery ‘in all my 

helpless sight. He plunges at me, guttering, chocking, drowning’ displays the horrific experiences of war as soldiers are 

confronted with the death of others while some are dying with ‘forth corrupted lungs’. Furthermore, the auditory imagery 

shows the harshness of war, as soldiers are impacted with lingering effects. The further description as the persona is in his 

‘helpless site’ shows the soldier’s inability to escape the horrific experiences of war as they are forever ‘haunted’ by the 

experience. Furthermore, the use of a truncated sentence impaired with exclamation mark through ‘Gas! GAS! Quick boys!’ 

depicts the horrific situation of wars as soldiers are panicking to escape from tarrying gas attacks. The further use of ‘boys’ 

shows the loss of innocent, as the ‘boys’ are forced to age prematurely due to the experience of the horror of war. Overall, 

Owen explores the horror and futility of war to emphasises the negative impact it has on an individual.  

In conclusion, Owen depicts the horrors and futility of war by eliciting the significant impact it has on individuals. The 

horrors of war and futility is explores in Anthem for Doomed Youth where Owen explores the degradation of soldiers 

through implying the horrific experience of war. He further explores the consequence of war on the wider community, by 

exploring the impact it has on fallen soldier’s families. Whereas, in Dulce Et Decorum Est, Owen explores the horrors of war 

and the psychological and physical impact it has on an individual. As he implies the notion that soldiers are forever haunted 

by war.   


