
 

 

Medea was the victim of Euripides’ ‘Medea’ 
 
The play Medea, written by Euripides explores the inextricable relationship of love 
and despise, trust and betrayal, and thus how emotions can overpower one into the 
self-endorsement to perform acts of vengeance. Jason’s betrayal of not only Medea 
but their two children, causes Medea to turn to a spit of rage and hence self-
endorses actions to cause pain to Jason, the same way he did to her. Whilst the 
values of modern society understand and perceive murder to be an inappropriate 
reaction to betrayal, the circumstances and context in which the play takes place 
justify her actions. 
 

Jason’s duty of care for both Medea and their two children has little value when 
compared to his value of royalty and status, as demonstrated by his betrayal by 
leaving his family to marry the princess of Corinth. Medea’s actions were justifiable, 
and driven by the realisation that her love meant little to Jason, and that resentment 
is more powerful of an emotion, leading Medea to seek revenge on her former 
husband. As Medea was in a position of weakness when she and her children were 
disowned, she sought power and strength, in an attempt to hide her vulnerability 
from having her heart broken by the man she thought she shared a life with. Due to 
the king of Corinth- Creon’s banishment of Medea, both hers and her children’s lives 
were already in great jeopardy, as even if they were allowed to stay in Corinth, the 
children would’ve been degraded and excluded from society, due to their connection 
to Medea. “Woman [...] wronged in love, there is no heart more murderous.” The 
passage explained by Medea herself explores how her heart has turned from loving 
and loyal, to cold and enraged purely due to Jason’s actions. Whilst Medea’s desire 
for revenge may not seem appropriate in modern day society, it is completely 
justifiable and understandable in Ancient Greek Society, when considering the way 
women were treated. 
 

Whilst the actions and plans of Medea seem drastic and outrageous to most of the 
ancient Greek society, Medea had performed many crimes out of love for Jason. 
Medea killed her brother, deceived her father, and left her hometown, and ultimately 
was the cause of Jason getting the sacred golden fleece, hence making him worthy 
of the princess. Neither Jason nor Medea felt discomfort with Medea committing 
these acts, as long as it benefited Jason. Whilst Medea performed these acts out of 
love for Jason, Jason clearly did not care about Medea’s well-being, and thus left her 
with the children after all she had done for him. Hence, it is understandable that after 
risking her reputation and life so many times for Jason, she seeks revenge by 
poisoning the princess. While it is understandable why people would disapprove of 
Medea’s idea to murder her own children, she is terribly anguished as such that her 
overpowering emotion of rage wants to take away what matters most to Jason, her 
children. “I can unload some venom from my heart and you can smart to hear it. To 
begin at the beginning, […] I saved your life”. Medea verbally announces her 
knowledge of how her actions benefited Jason, and hence is outraged by his lack of 
gratitude toward her. It is these actions of Jason that cause Medea to seek revenge, 
justifying her thoughts of murder. 
 

Another cause of Medea’s rage that could justify her actions is the lack of respect 
and humanity for women in the ancient greek society. Medea is viewed to the 
Corinth society as an unsuitable body in their domain, an unwanted entity, as soon 



 

 

as she is separated from Jason. Females at this time had no rights, and were not 
seen as influential or significant figures in society. “Of all creatures that can feel and 
think, we women are the worst treated things alive.”. Within this passage, Euripides 
exemplifies how the context of the play was a male-dominated society, and the lack 
of respect, responsibility, and freedom for women. The lack of power for women 
meant that both Medea and her children’s lives were over, purely as a cause of her 
husband betraying her for another woman. Such actions could cause a woman to put 
her anger above any other emotions or motherly instincts. 
 

Whilst Medea’s actions that lead her to harm her children can easily be considered 
as unreasonable, her actions of revenge and desire to cause harm to Jason are 
justifiable. Due to being heartbroken as a cause of Jason’s betrayal, the lack of 
power for women in ancient greek society, and Jason’s lack of gratitude and 
compassion toward Medea, her need for vengeance is understandable. Within 
today’s modern society Medea’s actions would be considered unreasonable, 
however considering her circumstances, some actions of hers could be justified. 
 

 


