
 

 

The most significant discoveries are those which produce radical new 

understandings both of the self and of the relationship of self to 

society.  Discuss in relation to your prescribed and related text. 
The most memorable discoveries are those which completely alter one’s previous understandings, 

provoking deeper understandings and perceptions of themselves and others.  Discoveries which 

challenge an individual’s understanding of their relationship to self and society are most significant 

and transform the individual.  The Tempest by Shakespeare (1611) explores the significance of 

discovery for individuals to reconsider their limited and narrow perceptions to produce new and 

more insightful views of themselves and their world.  Contrastingly, Darkling Thrush, a poem by 

Thomas Hardy (1900) explores the power of minor discoveries that provoke fundamental changes in 

self-understanding and beliefs about the world.  Discovery is important to radically shift one’s 

narrow perceptions to broader understandings of themselves and society. 

Discovery is important for an individual to realise their wrongs and limited capacity to transform.  

Within The Tempest, the most significant discoveries are those where characters evaluate their 

perspectives of humanity.  Ariel and Prospero are juxtaposed within “Hast thou, which art, but air, a 

touch, a feeling of their afflictions, and shall not myself, one of their kind”.  Ariel who is but “air” and 

cannot feel emotions, is compared to Prospero who is human and begins to feel pity and pain.  This 

juxtaposition and asyndeton emphasises Prospero’s emotional catharsis and discovery that he is 

much like the other characters, contrary to his former isolationist views as he is able to feel 

sympathy.  Prospero undergoes a transformative self-discovery as he radically shifts his intent on 

revenge to having the capacity of forgiveness.  Furthermore, Prospero questions whether Ariel 

believes that his “affections would become tender” and responds “Mine would sir, were I human”.  

This is ironic as Ariel is not human, but can still feel emotions and prompts Prospero to reconsider 

his views and perceptions to become more compassionate and tender.  This irony allows Prospero to 

reflect on his emotions of hatred and activate his inner potential for sympathy and compassion for 

humanity after consideration of Ariel’s words.  His transformation is highlighted through the 

assertive tone “Go, release them Ariel” which emphasises his change of feelings and perspective.  

Similarly, Alonso’s transformation from his blinded perspectives to realise his wrongs is evident in 

the personification of “the winds did sing it to” him.  The personification of the wind alerting Alonso 

to his wrongs reinforces how blinded Alonso was in his ways before his discovery.  Thus, reinforcing 

the significance for Alonso to undergo a self-discovery of his wrongs and the suffering he has caused 

and therefore attempts to repent due to his unfathomable guilt.  Alonso’s radically new 

understanding is explicit when he surrenders his power; “Thy dukedom I resign and do entreat”.  

In contrast, to the exotic landscapes of the romantic fable and magic in The Tempest, Hardy’s poem 

Darkling Thrush depicts a realistic rural English setting in which the images of desolation of nature 

suggest a persona who views a world which seems to have been abandoned by god.  The symbolism 

of “I leant upon a coppice gate” as a representation of a doorway into a new place, symbolises the 

new century.  The speaker leans upon a woodland gate and views the land around him as a symbol 

of the events of the nineteenth century.  The gate is symbolic of the persona’s barrier to discovery 

and his loss of faith into the new century and thus highlights the significance of the persona’s need 

to rediscover his forgotten hope and joy.  The persona’s initial discovery is of a tiny and frail bird, a 

thrush with a “blast berrufled-plume”.  The alliteration of “b” sounds emphasises the dishevelled 

and weak bird that sings it’s heart out despite being frail.  The “frail, gaunt and small” bird is able to 

lighten the dead and gloomy atmosphere to act as a symbol of hope to the persona because of the 



 

 

joyousness and energy of its song in the midst of desolation.  In addition, the use of personal 

pronoun “I” in “Some blessed Hope … And I was unaware” indicates the persona’s self-discovery of a 

cause for hope and reflection of thoughts.  The persona seems to believe that such a cause for hope 

exists somewhere, but simply has not discovered it yet.  The capitalisation of “Hope” suggests 

personification, giving it religious connotation.  Thus, showing how discovery is worthwhile as the 

persona’s reflection allows for a reconsideration of perspective.  Therefore, discovery is vital for 

individuals to radically shift their perceptions of themselves to allow for forgiveness and realise a 

cause for hope. 

Individuals who undergo significant discoveries radically shift their understanding of their 

relationship to society.  Within The Tempest, the most powerful discoveries are those that enable 

individuals to challenge their beliefs and form new insights into the world.  The paradox “By my so 

potent art.  But this rough magic…” shows Prospero’s awareness of his misuse of magic and the 

corrupt nature of magic of the desire for such power.  This contradictory statement of Prospero’s 

emotions symbolises his discovery of his power as both useful and dangerous.  This is further 

explored in the symbolism of “I’ll break my staff … I’ll drown my book” as Prospero renounces his 

power, which is representative of Prospero’s understanding of mortal humanity.  This is his act of 

transformation as he puts away his power and radically shifts to compassion and forgiveness, as he 

realises his own position in the Chain of Being.  Additionally, Miranda’s limited perceptions are 

explicit in the simile “My memory is hazy, more like a dream than a recollection”.  This suggests that 

Miranda does not remember the culture or world of Milan and is therefore only influenced by her 

father and her perspectives are limited to the island.  All alters when Miranda discovers man and 

nature which is evident in her astonished tone “O brave new world”.   

In contrast, Darkling Thrush explores the persona’s discovery of a bird which acts as a symbol of 

hope within the desolate world.  The personification of “The Century’s corpse outleant” illustrates 

that the land is a map of everything that has happened over the course of the century.  By 

personifying the ‘Century’, the poet gives it human-like characteristics as if the century itself is dead 

and the corpse is left behind as the land that the poet is observing.  The century is dying because it is 

at an end, and the persona is gloomy about the change.  This idea radically shifts in the persona’s 

discovery of a weak bird singing in the bleak landscape.  The metaphor “Had chosen thus to fling his 

soul upon the glowing gloom” gives the impression that the thrush is giving its life to fight the 

gloomy environment.  The thrush acts as a symbol of hope in a time of desolation for the persona as 

the bird initiates the persona’s reconsideration of their perspective as a sign for a cause of hope.  

Furthermore, the rhythm as regular iambic tetrameter alternated with iambic trimeter in the 

opening verse has a slow, joyless effect as the pace is slow to establish a lifeless wasteland.  This 

rhythm is then altered in the third stanza to include trochee and spondee with the introduction of 

the bird, “In a full-heartened evensong”.  The change in the stressed syllable symbolises the 

alteration in mood and additionally highlights the discovery of the bird as a sign of hope and change 

within a desolate world.  Therefore, discoveries produce expansive understandings of mortal 

humanity and a cause of hope in a new century. 

The most significant and powerful discoveries radically shift an individual through new 

understandings of themselves and their world.  Both The Tempest and Darkling Thrush explore the 

need for individuals to discover to broaden their understandings.   


