
 

 

Evaluate the extent to which the value of a discovery is measured by 
its ability to challenge and shape views of ourselves and the 
surrounding world. 
The most significant and meaningful discoveries are those that radically shift an individual’s view of 
themselves and their surrounding world.  Discovery can be powerful enough to challenge our 
preconceived ideas to new insights about ourselves and others.  Discovery stimulates individuals to 
question their established perceptions to shape new views.  The Tempest by Shakespeare (1611) 
explores discovery as an experience which leads to reconsider what they know to form new and 
more insightful views of themselves and their world.  Likewise, the poem Darkling Thrush by Thomas 
Hardy written at the turn of the 20th century encapsulates how important it is for individuals to 
challenge their views to discover the beauty of nature and life.  Discovery challenges our views of 
the world to allow for broader and more insightful perspectives. 

Valuable discoveries are those that lead individuals to reconsider the perception of themselves.  
Within The Tempest, the most significant discoveries are those where characters evaluate their 
perspectives.  The use of asyndeton in “Hast thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling of their 
afflictions, and shall not myself, one of their kind” emphasises Prospero’s discovery that he is much 
like the other characters, contrary to his former isolationist views which represents his emotional 
catharsis.  The absence of conjunctions illustrates the extent to which Prospero realises he feels pity 
for the other men.  Prospero undergoes a transformative self-discovery where he switches his intent 
on revenge, to having the capacity for forgiveness.  This is also indicative when Prospero questions 
whether Ariel believes that his “affections would become tender” and responds “Mine would sir, 
were I human”.  This is ironic as Ariel is not human, but can still feel emotion.  This irony allows 
Prospero to reflect on his emotions of revenge and hatred to feelings of sympathy after 
consideration of Ariel’s words. Prospero reconsiders his view and perception of others through his 
realisation of the extent of his own power and becomes more compassionate and tender.  This 
altered perspective is reinforced in Prospero’s assertive statement “Go, release them Ariel” which 
highlights his transformation.  Similarly, Alonso undergoes an internal discovery which is highlighted 
through the repetition of “monstrous” which seems as if he were stuttering and lost for words.  
Thus, revealing that Alonso has realised what he has become and that he lost himself.  Furthermore, 
the personification of the “the winds did sing it to” him reinforces that Alonso has undergone a self-
discovery of his wrongs and the suffering he has caused and therefore attempts to repent due to his 
unfathomable guilt.  By giving the wind human-like qualities to tell Alonso of his wrongs shows how 
blinded Alonso was in his ways before his discovery and the need for him to discover alternate 
perspectives.  His new perception is affirmed in his statement “Thy dukedom I resign and do entreat 
Thou pardon me of my wrongs”.  It was essential for Alonso to discover the wrongs of his ways and 
limited to perspectives to allow for compassion.   

Contrastingly, Darkling Thrush presents a persona who views the turn of the century negatively and 
in a pessimistic light.  The use of persona pronoun “I’ in “And I was unaware” indicates the persona’s 
self-discovery and reflection of thoughts of reconsideration of perceptions.  The persona seems to 
believe that such a cause for hope exists somewhere, but simply have not discovered it yet.  Thus, 
showing how discovery is worthwhile as the persona’s reflection allows a varied perspective of the 
turn of the century.  Furthermore, the alliteration of the “blast-beruffled plume” emphasises the 
dishevelled weak bird.  The bird sings its heart out despite it being “beruffled” which is a metaphor 
of the persona’s emotions; that within the “desolate” winter, the persona needs to find light and 
search for the positives.  The plume is used as a symbol that the persona can find happiness within 
pain and suffering.  Therefore, revealing that discovery can be empowering if you challenge 
established ideas.  Similarly, the symbolism of the “coppice gate” as a doorway into a new place 



 

 

represents the persona’s barrier to discovery and ignorance to the beauty of nature.  This shows the 
persona’s need to rediscover their forgotten hope by challenging preconceived views. 

Discovery allows individuals to develop new opinions and views about themselves, but also more 
importantly their surrounding world.  In The Tempest, the most powerful discoveries are those that 
enable individuals to challenge their beliefs and form new insights into the world.  The paradox and 
connotations in “By my so potent art.  But this rough magic…” shows Prospero’s awareness of his 
misuse of magic and the corrupt nature of the desire for such power.  By renouncing his magic, the 
actions of breaking the staff and drowning his books are symbolic for Prospero’s understanding of 
mortal humanity and realises his own position in the Chain of Being.  Therefore, Shakespeare 
portrays the negative connotations of Discovery and how it affects the values and attitudes of an 
individual.  It is here that Prospero is able to broaden his perspective of others and humanity as a 
whole, to become more compassionate and forgiving.  This is reinforced in the use of rhyming 
couplets in “Now my charms are all o’erthrown, And what strength I have’s mine own,” which 
emphasises the change in Prospero’s power within the monologue.  It draws lines and stanzas 
together linking ideas of power through the images of “o’erthrown” and “mine own”.  The reader 
gains a deeper understanding of Prospero’s change of character, recognising the change in his power 
from his charms.  The use of the monologue by Shakespeare represents the shift of power of the 
once-mighty Prospero who during his monologue stands humbly before the audience and begs for 
his freedom.  Furthermore, Miranda remarks that her “memory is hazy, more like a dream than a 
recollection” which suggests that she does not remember the culture or world of Milan.  This simile 
reveals how Miranda is limited to the influence and perspectives of her father and the island.  It is 
only through her discovery of man that she is able to challenge her limited perceptions and gain a 
new insight into the world.  Her astonished tone in “O brave new world” encapsulates her discovery 
of new worlds and beauty.   

In addition, in Darkling Thrush, the persona is able to challenge their view of the world by turning to 
nature for answers.  The metaphor of the bird that “Had chosen thus to fling his soul” acts as a sign 
of hope and intuitive in a time of desolation.  This comparison of the bird illustrates the passion and 
energy this bird has to sing.  This prompts the persona to wonder whether the bird knows some 
reason for hope of which he himself is ignorant, which initiates the persona’s rediscovery of 
happiness despite a dreary landscape.  Likewise, the rhythm of the poem is regular iambic 
tetrameter alternated with iambic trimeter which seems to have a slow, joyless effect, to establish a 
lifeless wasteland.  The rhythm alters in the third stanza with the introduction of the bird, to include 
trochee and spondee emphasised in “a full-hearted evensong”.  The change in the stressed syllable 
symbolises the persona’s alteration in mood and views and highlights his discovery of the bird as a 
sign of hope and change.  The change of rhythm makes the reader unsteady which emphasises the 
persona’s shifted emotions and views.  Further, the cacophony of “His crypt the cloud canopy” 
creates a harsh discordant mixture of sounds to reflect the persona’s misery and dreary emotions 
before their discovery.  This juxtaposed to the positive connotation in the last stanza in “His happy 
good-night air/some blessed Hope,” which epitomises the alteration of the persona’s perspectives.  

The most important discoveries allow individuals to challenge their once established and 
preconceived ideas to more insightful and broad views.  Both The Tempest and Darkling Thrush 
explore the importance of individuals to expand their perspectives by challenging their views to 
shape new ideas of themselves and their surrounding world. 


