
 

 

CRUCIBLE ESSAY 19/20 
 
What are the individual political perspectives/ideas/events/situations 
of the community in Act 1 and how are these represented? 
 

 

A composer’s representation of people and politics is often a criticism of a composer’s 

contemporary context, conveyed through various dramatic technique and structural features. 

Arthur Miller’s dramatic play The Crucible (1953) depicts the contentious political situation 

of 1692 Salem Massachusetts, paralleling his contextual political situation of McCarthyism in 

1950s America where widespread fear of communist infiltration lead to flying accusations 

and paranoia. Through strong characterisation and structural approach Miller explores the 

deceptive nature of the human condition, theocracy and religious supremacy and the 

influence of widespread paranoia apparent in the community of Salem in Act 1.  

 

Political perspectives of individuals are dependent on their conformity to community values. 

In Arthur Miller’s depiction of Puritanism in Salem in The Crucible, he conveys the way in 

which adherence to rigid moral codes is paramount and deceptive and duplicitous behaviour 

is prohibited. Yet, the accusations and fear of satanic activity has provided as avenue for 

individual to seek vengeance and retribution. Miller’s authorial intrusion illuminates the 

propensity for individuals in Salem to deceive others and falsely accuse others, apparent in 

the religious allusion, “Old scores could be settled on a plane of heavenly combat between 

Lucifer and the Lord;” The juxtaposition between religious figures and retributive combat 

highlights the desire for vengeance and political situation rampant in Salem. Witch trials are 

an outlet for personal grudges, through the manipulation of religious and moral authority. 

Abigail is the central instigator of this deception in the play, with a definite agenda to 

murder Elizabeth Proctor and claim John Proctor for her own. Her resentment of Proctor’s 

wife and the accusations that result contextually reflect Senator McCarthy’s blacklisting 

whereby media sensationalism increased public insecurities and paranoia, pressing members 

of society to conform to government dictatorship. Abigail uses intimidation to incite an 

atmosphere of fear that pervades the entire play, she has a penchant for threatening others, 

“Let either of you breathe a word, or the edge of a word, about the other things, and I will 

come to you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will 

shudder you… I can make you wish you had never seen the sun go down!” The metaphoric 

imagery highlight the menacing and threatening tone of Abigail who is attempting to 

manipulate the other girls and ensure secrecy in order to avoid punishment for her actions in 

the forest. Thus, the representation of the political situation in Salem is apparent in the 

dissension of characters from community expectations.  

 



 

 

The political ideas which underpin a society are apparent through the author’s 

representation of societal interactions. In The Crucible, Miller condemns the theocratic 

society of Salem which is underpinned by religious authorities who are mainly concerned 

with self preservation and supremacy. Central to Puritanism is the influence of Christianity 

upon the individuals of the community, where in which religious figures govern the 

community and have dominance. This is evidenced when Reverend Parris states, “I do not 

wish to be put out like the cat whenever some majority feels the whim. You people seem not 

to comprehend that a minister is the Lord’s man in the parish; a minister is not to be so 

lightly crossed and contradicted”. The utilisation of a simile and alliteration highlights the 

theocratic attitudes and perceived infallibility of religious figures. Additionally Miller 

represents the political situation by depicting the factions that are prevalent amongst the 

community, even internally within the religious sector. The necessity therefore to guarantee 

their own security is evident in Parris’s statement, “There is a faction that is sworn to drive 

me from my pulpit. Do you understand this?”. The rhetorical question and connotations of 

division highlight the paranoia that Parris has over enemies trying to dispel him. His ruse as 

a doting father is diminished, as there is an indication that he is more concerned with his 

social reputation than his daughter Betty who is currently unresponsive. Evidently the 

divided political situation apparent in Salem is evidenced in the characterisation of 

individuals and their responses to situations.  

 

The political ideas of a literary text can be conveyed through the representation of dissension 

and individual attitudes. Within The Crucible, the mass paranoia and blatant mistrust of 

others results in many of the characters trying to justify unusual behaviour as supernatural 

manifestations of the Devil. Betty who is unable to be woken after dancing in the forest and 

conjuring spirits, is suddenly perceived to be influenced by the Devil. Mrs Putnam is 

symbolic of the Puritan desire to justify incidence as the work of the Devil evident when she 

states, “ [vicious certainty] I’d not call it sick; the Devil’s touch is heavier than sick. It’s death, 

y’know, it’s death driving into them, forked and hooked”. The use of metaphoric imagery 

and a religious allusion highlight how characters are quick to jump to conclusions and 

confirm their own theories. Consequently many characters capitalise on this opportunity to 

defame and falsely accuse others of being vehicles of the Devil, apparent when many of the 

other characters end the act accusing people with [great glee] and [ecstatic cries]. The stage 

directions indicate the elated tone of the girls who are overjoyed at the opportunity to air 

their interpersonal grudges and seek vengeance on others within Salem and divert attention 

away from themselves and their actions within the forest. This is intended to reflect the 

practice of making accusations of subversion and treason without proper regard for evidence 

during the 1950s McCarthyism period in which individuals turned on one another in fear of 

a communist invasion. Moreover, the political situation is evidently represented in the 

interactions and individual attitudes of characters within the play.  

 



 

 

 

In all, a composers representation of the political ideas and situations which form the basis of 

a literary text are evident in the personal and public interactions of characters within a text. 

In Arthur Miller’s The Crucible (1953) depicts the paranoia, puritanism and influence of 

religion during the Salem witch hunts of 1692, simultaneously criticises his own contextual 

period of the 1950s in America in which fear of communist infiltration was rife across 

America promulgating others to falsely accuse their enemies and air personal grudges.  
 


