
 

 

MOD B: Speeches 

Speeches are ‘passionate and insightful responses to perceived injustices in the modern 

world’. To what extent is this statement true in your texts? (2015) 

Speeches are designed to present to an audience a passionate and insightful response to the 

perceived injustices or tragedies in their modern world. Speakers must delicately respond to these 

social issues in a manner that is timely and sensitive to appeal to the audience and not upset or 

cause controversy. It is thus difficult to create an effective speech in both purpose and context. 

Anwar Sadat’s 1977 ‘Speech to the Israeli Knesset’, Paul Keating’s 1992 ‘Redfern Speech’, and 

Margaret Atwood’s ‘Spotty Handed Villainesses’ all present rhetoric efforts to express and handle 

controversial topics by addressing the need for justice and unity within the world. While each speech 

attempts to spark effective change, their true value lies in the art of their construction and the way 

they address problems that plague us still.  

Justice (through recognition), for Aboriginal People, for women 

Paul Keating’s 1992 ‘Redfern’ speech reveals the social issues of a corrupted Australian history, as 

he attempts to express the need for justice and recognition of the Aboriginal People within the 

launch of the ‘Year of the World’s Indigenous People, 1993’. Keating thus address an Aboriginal 

audience in a suburb that they highly populate, establishing a sense of Kairos and exigence as he 

suggests “Redfern is a good place to contemplate these things”. Keating presents his speech 

courageously, but in a sensitive and humbling environment, allowing his audience to feel 

comfortable through the use colloquial language, allowing his audience to connect with his words. 

Throughout the speech, Keating ensures that he takes a sensitive approach to Aboriginal grief, using 

emotive language to identify the need to metaphorically “bring the dispossessed out of the 

shadows,”. Having established the reality of Aboriginal dispossession and inequality, he uses first 

person to persuade the audience that the first step to justice is the “the act of recognition”, as it 

ensures common humanity. Keating thus successfully creates a foundation of recognition for the 

Australian history, as he attempts to create a passionate response to the injustices of his world. 

Similarly, Margaret Atwood’s ‘Spotty Handed Villainesses’ speech attempts to create justice for 

women and female villains in literature as persuades the audience of novelists to embrace and begin 

new behaviours of writing. Atwood establishes a sense of logos within her speech, using references 

to the intricate female villains within Shakespearean plays to suggest that this is why his plays are 

successful, as well as persuading her audience that she is skilled in her knowledge of literature. 

Atwood’s anecdotal speech also attempts to connect to the audience, using familiar situations and 

experiences to create a sense of ethos and allow the audience to think about her main goals. The 

child’s rhyme, “There was a little girl” is used within her speech to present the existence of 

stereotypical binary opposites in writing, where girls or women are only “good”, or “bad”. Atwood 

suggests this is an incorrect perspective, as it makes a character simple, and “boring”. She further 

uses a motif of “spots” to symbolise and suggest that the presence of flaws make a female character 

more powerful and “interesting”. Thus, Atwood’s speech succeeds in creating an insightful and 

passionate response to the injustices of women in literature within her modern world.  

 

 

 



 

 

Unity (through tolerance (to achieve justice), common humanity, shared values  

Keating’s ‘Redfern’ Speech attempts to address the need for peace through the unity of non-

Aboriginal and Aboriginal Australians. Keating persuades his audience that there are similarities 

between the two peoples, using high modality in “when we recognise what we have in common, we 

will see the things which must be done”, suggesting that with insight, the Australians can overcome 

their struggles. He further suggests that if the two peoples come together with common grounds of 

humanity, there will be positive changes and consequences, evident through his optimistic and 

hopeful tone in “There is nothing to fear or to lose … there is everything to gain”. Furthermore, 

Keating attempts to appeal to his audience as he uses the repetition of “imagine” within his speech, 

asking his audience to envision a country that is united and happy. Keating thus establishes a sense 

of pathos, allowing the non-Aboriginal Australians and Aboriginal Australians to emotionally capture 

an image of a country that is merged together with the celebration of differences. Thus, by ensuring 

that his speech is presented in an inviting and emotionally capturing manner, Keating’s speech 

addresses that the acknowledgement of history and identity will be positively achieved if both 

peoples agree to come together in unison.  

The idea for a need of common humanity, unity and tolerance is further presented within Sadat’s 
speech to the Israeli Knesset, as he attempts to create unison within a war-torn part of the world. 
Sadat attempts to persuade his hostile audience that both nations must unite in order to ensure that 
peace and justice is achieved. He addresses his audience using inclusive language in, “we”, “us”, and 
“it is not my battle alone” to create a sense of ethos, and establish the need for unity and 
“permanent peace” between the two nations. His speech further addresses common values of both 
people, suggesting that “any life lost in war is human life” as both peoples are equal to one another. 
This creates a sense of pathos, further done through the use of religious allusions and references to 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism, as his speech focuses not on what separates them, but what unites 
them, their humanity and faith. His speech thus persuades his audience that both nations are similar 
in morals, thus should no longer be fighting nor “sacrificing” each other in a prolonged conflict, but 
should begin to accept one another and unite as human beings. Sadaat’s speech thus attempts to 
create a passionate response to the war between the nations, establishing the need for both 
governments to work together in partnership to achieve goals.  

 
Ultimately, Anwar Sadat’s ‘Speech to the Israeli Knesset’, Paul Keating’s ‘Redfern’ and Margaret 
Atwood’s ‘Spotty Handed Villainesses” are all rhetoric speeches which attempt to use literary 
devices carefully to present insightful, sensitive and passionate responses to the injustices of torn 
nations within their modern worlds. Each speaker successfully stresses the need for change by 
acknowledging the injustices done to different peoples, and thus attempts to unite them in order to 
achieve a more peaceful and fair world. Each speech thus works to create a foundation of change for 
the better, as they consistently appeal due to their skilful crafting, and their enduring relevance in an 
unjust world.  
 
 
 


