
 

 

Discovery Speech 
 

How an individual relates to their society can change based on their perception of certain values. 

These values may change depending on the type and process of discovery. Robert Frost, a 20th century 

American poet, wrote in a colloquial manner to produce works that gave insight into human 

understanding and the value of nature as a catalyst for discovery. Two of his poems, “Mending Wall” 

(1914) and “Tuft of Flowers” (1906) are very introspective and address a personal discovery. Michael 

Please’s 2011 stop-motion film “The Eagleman Stag” explores the meaning of existence in a natural 

setting. This is achieved through the main character’s, Peter’s, discovery of a beetle with restorative 

qualities. “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant (1907) features a middle-class woman who strives to 

be in the higher-class. After losing an expensive necklace and working ten years to pay it off, she 

discovers that the necklace was a fake and was comparatively worthless. When considered together, 

each of these texts give insight as to how these values can challenge an individual’s perception of 

society and how the representation of discovery, being within certain mediums, can affect its 

connotations. 

 

Varying perceptions of worth in an object or thing can challenge a character’s understanding of their 

world. In the poem “Mending Wall”, the persona debates the importance of a boundary wall with 

their neighbour. The idiom and dialogue in “He only says ‘Good fences make good neighbours’” 

establishes the traditionalist and private nature of the neighbour’s stance on the argument; however, 

the broken metre in this line, being eleven syllables to the common ten, suggests how the persona 

doesn’t naturally believe this themselves. After some speculation, the persona counters this argument 

with “Before I built I wall I’d ask to know what I was walling in or walling out”. The duality of “in” and 

“out”, as well as the low modality in “like to know” creates a contemplative tone and shows a change 

in the perception of the persona, to value community more than the neighbour’s privacy. For this 

reason, the persona and the neighbour are divided, both physically by the wall, but more significantly 

from their personal beliefs as either security or isolation, and its implications as either private or 

community-driven. By presenting two diverging perspectives of an argument, Frost has demonstrated 

the persona questioning their beliefs and the beliefs of others, discovering that this contributes to 

forming personal opinions.  

Similarly, “The Necklace” utilises a changing worth to reflect the main character’s perception of the 

high class of society. When Mathilde is searching her friend’s house for jewellery, she comments “All 

at once she discovered…a superb necklace of diamonds, and her heart began to beat with boundless 

desire.” The symbolism of the necklace, as well as the abstract noun “desire” creates a tone of wonder, 

whilst demonstrating Mathilde’s fascination with the higher class. The twist that the necklace is 

worthless is conveyed through the exclamation of “why” in “Why, my necklace was paste”, forming a 

flippant tone, which demonstrates the insincerity of the high class. Here, Mathilde is separated from 

the higher-class society she was previously attempting to align herself to as she realises its 

superficiality. The changing perspective on the worth of the necklace gives Mathilde insight to discover 

her earlier perception of status to be distorted. 

“The Eagleman Stag” also explores changed perception, through the view of society as one gets older. 

Peter, throughout the film, attempts to find meaning in his society, through the discovery of 

arthropods. The repetition in the voiceover “fly, fly, fly…life” as Peter is travelling upwards on a 

mountain is symbolic of a lifetime passing. The use of assonance to demonstrate that the repetition 



 

 

of “fly” sounds like “life” indicates that discovery occurs gradually over time, and that aspects of 

society may hold meaning not always initially apparent. In the film, this is the significance of the 

beetles, which is foreshadowed through the double meaning of the word “fly”. While “The Necklace” 

and “The Eagleman Stag” illustrate an individual’s varying perspective on objects, “Mending Wall” 

uses two character’s opinions to show the sides of a debate. Despite the differences in approach, each 

of the three texts are successful in demonstrating how your place and understanding of society can 

change based on the perceived value of certain objects. 

 

Nature is also a prominent theme in each of these three texts, with the character’s value in it impacting 

on their perception of society. Frost’s poem “Tuft of Flowers” features a nature-dense setting, where 

the persona and the mower bond over the shared appreciation of a flower. The inclusive pronoun and 

imagery in “The mower in the dew had loved them thus, by leaving them to flourish, not for us” creates 

an understanding tone, as the persona discovers that all people are, if not physically connected, 

spiritually. The tuft of flowers symbolises the construction of society, being that their root systems are 

intertwined under the surface whilst appearing above ground to be separated, meaning that a physical 

discovery in nature changed how the persona perceived the world around them. This can be seen in 

the parable-esque ending “Men work together…Whether they work together or apart” which re-

evaluates the persona’s initial isolation. 

Likewise, Please utilises a motif of nature to serve as a setting to Peter’s discoveries. During the 

conduction of an exhibition in Africa, the main character Peter’s goal is to discover new species of 

beetles. He comments “With each new find, the sand swells to rock. The years are ‘weighty’ again”. 

The close-up shot of the Eagleman Stag beetle along with the auditory emphasis on “weighty” 

demonstrates how Peter relies on natural discovery in order to create meaning in his own life. Later 

in the film, it is discovered that the beetle has healing properties that could “end paralysis, Alzheimer’s 

and dementia even”. Despite this, Peter, “in a moment of bitter resentment for the scientific 

community, and human beings in general, (he) decides not tell anybody”. The fade to black at the end 

of this scene, as well as the defiant tone conveys the insight Peter is growing to understand as he 

learns what he will, and consequently will not, contribute to society. Here, Please has implied that 

physical discovery, portrayed through the finding of creatures in the natural world, reflect the quest 

for meaning in the character’s own life. 

Alternatively, “The Necklace” contrasts the value of nature, as Mathilde disregards it in an attempt to 

align to the higher, ‘urban’ class. This is done through description of dead animals when discussing the 

higher ‘rank’ of society. The symbolism in “with a sphinx-like smile, while you are eating the pink flesh 

of a trout or the wings of a quail” presents how the upper-class, in an almost cannibalistic manner, 

feeds off the natural world, depreciating its worth. Here, Maupassant is deliberately displaying a 

destroyed piece of nature to represent the artificial and abusive reality of upper-class society. This is 

further reinforced through the discovery that the necklace was a fake, which also uses the symbolism 

of food in “my necklace was paste”. While both Frost and Please embrace nature as a tool for discovery 

for their personas, Maupassant devalues and destroys nature, leading his character to realise the 

artificial aspects of upper-class society. Frost, Please and Maupassant are effective in differentiating 

how the value of nature can impact on the character’s place in society. By doing this, the composers 

are able to challenge how discoveries affect our place in society and how we perceive and respond to 

this. 

 



 

 

Overall, all three texts are highly successful in confirming how the exploration of values, specifically a 

varying perception of worth in an object and the significance of nature, can challenge how individuals 

see and relate to the world around them. The texts, Frost’s “Mending Wall” and “Tuft of Flowers”, 

Please’s “The Eagleman Stag” and Maupassant’s “The Necklace” all explore these key values in a 

variety of unique ways and when considered together, the responder is able to appreciate a spectrum 

of discoveries with similar impacts across a variety of mediums. This is important to reflect upon, as 

the responder can consider what they value in their own lives, which can assist them in connecting 

how what they appreciate affects how they perceive society. 


