
 

 

How can we consider Austen’s and Weldon’s texts as products of a political purpose?   

Politics of the personal sphere are based on the circulation of power and agency rather than the 

more ‘traditional’ voted politics and groups. The politics of the individual are concerned with the 

shifting power relations and their impact on not only the individual but the development of 

macrocosms based on the incidental effects of microcosms. Austen and Weldon express their own 

personal opinions on the politics of the time in consideration of their volatile, changing worlds and 

concepts, and lend attention to the development of individual expression and its impact on the 

spheres. Thus, the effect of a contextually sensitive advance to the politics of the world is explored in 

a bid to uncover the impact of events within the personal sphere on the macrocosms of society 

itself.  

Changes and developments in societal ways of thinking are often reflected in both the public and 

private sphere; macrocosms mirror microcosms. Austen demonstrates the concept of microcosms in 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ as she addresses issues of society at the time in a socially acceptable manner. 

As a woman, Austen was only permitted to write in the context of the personal sphere, however in 

doing this approached the idea of the ‘personal is political’ in here effort to challenge societal 

discourse. This is demonstrated in Elizabeth’s rejection of Mr Collins, saying ‘Do not consider me 

now as an elegant female intending to plague you, but as a rational creature speaking from her 

heart.’ Through Elizabeth’s rejection- which is in itself a contrast from traditional ideals surrounding 

women-, Austen causes her audience to question ideas surrounding the effect of individual 

resistance of discourse, as she explores this societal ideal through the microcosm of personal life. By 

questioning the politics of power and focalising this through Elizabeth, Austen explores her opinion 

of discourse and her idea of what women are, with the use of ‘rational creature,’ -however, the 

word ‘creature’ still denotes something lesser to the ‘self’ of men- thus, implying that changes in 

microcosms can be consequential. Therefore, the thinking of the personal as political shown, as is 

Austen’s concern with a history based on socially acceptable ways of thinking, as she believes it to be 

restrictive for women and their ability to present their personal opinion.  

The development of personal expression and its effect on macrocosms is also demonstrated in 

Darcy’s marriage to Elizabeth. The utter disgust that Lady Catherine shows in ‘You refuse to obey the 

claims of duty, honour and gratitude,’ that are presented under her initial thought that their 

partnership is socially unacceptable clearly depicts the restrictive social discourses of the time. The 

listing of duties that a woman is expected to uphold supports this, and is simply disregarded by 

Elizabeth as she supports her idea with ‘He is a gentleman, I am a gentleman’s daughter; so far we 

are the same.’ Thus, Austen consolidates her focalisation through Elizabeth with the sharp contrast 

between socially acceptable ideals represented by Lady Catherine and the developmental thinking 

provided by Austen herself. Her political purpose is demonstrated to be in line with this expression 

of new thinking within the socially acceptable writing of the private sphere, in an attempt to 

comment on a possible shift of power relations and agency that is modelled from the microcosm. 

The development of individual expression is modelled as individuals attempt to find and understand 

their unique opinions but also their version of the truth. When a postmodern perspective is applied 

as such to Weldon’s text, one of her main advances is seen to come from an exploration of authority 

that allows individuals to deconstruct societal boundaries and question changing power dynamics. 

Weldon demonstrates this through her didactic tone that evolves as the text continues in order to 

elicit change upon the audience’s thinking. The tone in the passage, ‘You ask, but you do not really 

want me to answer, I suspect, and on present evidence I am certainly not qualified to do so. Me? 

Offer advice?’ and Fay’s mockery toward Alice reinforces the idea of an individual truth. This is 

developed as the sentence is midway through the book, at which point Fay’s contradictory messages 



 

 

and tone have been recognised by the audience with the intent for them to realise the effect of 

power on truth. If a postmodern lens is applied, Weldon appears to challenge the idea of a lack of 

truth and instead cause the audience to question the circulation of power and its effect on dynamic 

circulations of power. She further explores this idea through the application of a feminist stand to 

the relationship of Enid and Edward, with ‘Any woman who waits upon her husband as a servant 

upon a master- and they are legion- all too easily sees herself as Chloe.’ With the allusion of Enid as 

listening to Edward as a ‘servant upon a master,’ Fay questions the context of the 1980s and thus 

the audience is forced to evaluate that just as microcosms can affect macrocosms, evolving societal 

ideals may not impact the personal sphere. Therefore, the private sphere is seen to be influential 

and vastly based on context, and Weldon continues to question the politics of her time and the way 

that agency is allowed in all contexts; she explores the idea that an individual must find their own 

truth in a postmodern world. Thus, Weldon’s text is viewed as political in terms of its questioning of 

the truth and consequently the agency that is based on the personal sphere in the volatile context of 

the 1980s.  

The idea of the ‘personal is political,’ while only introduced in the 20th century, has been applied for 

many years in the attempt to explain the impact of changes in the personal sphere on the 

macrocosms of society. However, truth and power are seen to be as volatile and individual as 

context, and both Austen and Weldon question this in socially acceptable ways in order to represent 

the argument that the truth is individual and that, universally, the allocation of power should be 

constantly revised. Thus, both authors extrapolate sensitive ideas using different methods in an 

effort to explore the very foundations of society and its effect on individual expression.  


