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How do two speeches that you have studied highlight the importance of a strong personal 
voice in exploring personal and political concerns? 
Keating’s ‘Redfern Speech’ and Deane’s ‘It is Still Winter at Home’ are speeches that accentuate the 
significance of personal voice in the exploration of both personal and political affairs. Keating’s 
socially political purpose was to recognise the previously unacknowledged suffering of the 
Indigenous people, as well as highlight the importance of reconciliation. His informal register 
effectively achieves this, and also emphasises his personal belief of a need to change social attitudes 
in order to achieve justice for all Australians. Deane’s speech fulfils his political responsibility as 
Governor-General to promote strong diplomatic relations between Australia and Switzerland. 
Deane’s personal intentions to console the audience and acknowledge the collective grief, however, 
are confirmed through his use of funereal language and sombre tone. 
 
Paul Keating’s speech, which was delivered to launch the International Year of Indigenous People, 
uses collective personal voice to convey his socially political concerns about Indigenous history and 
national reconciliation. Through his strong personal voice, Keating implies that the non-Indigenous 
audience have a common duty to acknowledge the cruel injustice brought onto the Indigenous in the 
past. This is especially evident when he states that “We brought the diseases. The alcohol. We 
committed the murders…We practised discrimination and exclusion.” Keating effectively 
communicates the notion of shared responsibility through the inclusive pronoun anaphora ‘we’, 
followed by harsh descriptions which highlight the suffering felt by the Indigenous community. The 
use of truncated sentences alongside strong verbs successively appeal to ethos and pathos, 
encouraging the audience to reflect on their culpability and gravity of the situation. ‘Redfern Speech’ 
therefore utilises personal voice to eloquently conceptualise the social views about Indigenous 
recognition, reconciliation and justice.  
 
Additionally, Deane’s evocative personal voice in ‘It is Still Winter at Home’ strengthens 
the political connection between Australia and Switzerland as it intensifies both nations’ 
common sense of grief. His use of public voice establishes his credibility as Governor-
General, and this is revealed when he shares an anecdote relating to wattles, a patriotic 
Australian symbol. By humbly acknowledging each victim with “14 sprigs of wattle”, a 
motif woven throughout the speech, he addresses his political responsibilities to 
reinforce the empathetic connection between the two nations. His political intentions are 
also reflected when he pays tribute to Switzerland for their immediate response to the 
tragedy, as seen in “the competence, the compassion and the kindness.” Deane’s use of 
triple construction encapsulates his sense of gratitude on behalf of the Australian nation 
with an ‘articulate compassion’. As a result, Deane successfully addresses both his and 
the Australian nation’s political concerns through his personal voice in ‘It is Still Winter 
at Home’.  
 
Further, ‘Redfern Speech’ incorporates personal voice to express Keating’s own concern 
about the dire need to change societal attitudes regarding the Indigenous community. He 
indicates the significance of unity in achieving justice for all Australians by emphasising 
the sense of shared responsibility for the hardships endured by the Indigenous 
throughout history. This is exemplified in Keating’s theoretical notion of a ‘test’, which he 
believes Australia is failing quite poorly: “It is a test of our self-knowledge…Of how well we 
know the land we live in. How well we know our history.” The use of the extended 
metaphor, coupled with inclusive pronouns, demonstrates Keating’s priority to improve 
current conditions, and challenges the audience to respond collectively by adopting the 
notion of shared responsibility. Thus, Keating appeals to the wider Australian audience 
as he reveals his personal intentions to increase awareness about Indigenous history 
through his strong personal voice.  
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Moreover, Deane’s sustained collective personal voice allows him to console the 
audience and acknowledge their shared grief. His personal interests to pay tribute to the 
victims are confirmed through the speech’s circular structure, which intensifies the 
eulogy-like nature of the speech as Deane begins and concludes with a prayer. The low-
modality verb ‘may’, coupled with the religious allusion in the ultimate paragraph “May 
they all rest with God” provides the audience with a sense of reassurance and closure. The 
uplifting references to prayer reinforce the unity within the multi-faith audience, which 
is also highlighted in his personal voice and the inclusive pronoun ‘we’ throughout the 
speech. Deane constructs a strong rapport with his audience as he draws upon the 
emotional connection stemming from the tragic circumstances. Thus, ‘It is Still Winter at 
Home’ explores the notion of ‘the most profound sorrow’ being shared by both Australia 
and Switzerland through his sustained collective personal voice. 
  
In conclusion, it is clear that both Keating’s and Deane’s speech successfully utilise 
personal voice to express their personal opinions and fulfil their political obligations. 
Keating incorporates elements alongside personal voice within his carefully constructed 
speech to convey his personal concern about reforming the public view of Indigenous 
history and reconciliation. His political responsibilities as Prime Minister to encourage 
awareness about the previously unacknowledged Indigenous suffering are also 
portrayed. Deane’s effective manipulation of personal voice reflects his intentions to 
acknowledge the tragedy, adhere to his political responsibilities and comfort his 
audience. This is seen in his alternation between public and private voice, which add to 
his sorrowful, informal register. It is therefore evident that the incorporation of personal 
voice allows speakers to evocatively portray both personal and political concerns.  


