
 

 

How do composers show us the power of varied discoveries to transform 

lives? Refer to your study of the Tempest and TWO related texts. 

 

The process of discovery encompasses the experiences of realising something 

new, lost or concealed. This can invoke a range of emotions for those involved in 

the process, often challenging long standing beliefs and ideas possessed by the 

individual, thus prompting a renewed world view. Composers show us the powers 

of discovery to transform lives in a variety of ways, through geographical, 

physical, personal and emotional discoveries, as evident within Shakespeare’s 

play The Tempest, which explores how the discovery of the hardships of others 

can influence individuals to alter and transform the way they perceive others and 

the world around them. The concept of discovery is further explored through 

Ricky Gervais and Stephen Merchant’s comedy travelogue An Idiot Abroad, and 

Stephen Chbosky’s coming of age novel The Perks of Being a Wallflower, which 

similarly reveal the transformative nature of discovery, along with discussing the 

critical role of an individual’s attitudes towards discovery in order to reveal its 

true transformative potential.                        

 

Unexpected or unwanted discoveries can have a significant transformative impact 

upon lives, forcing individuals to reconsider their actions and beliefs. The Storm 

within Act I of The Tempest operates as a catalyst for discovery, enabling the 

physical discovery of the island and the upheaval of the natural order. Initially 

Prospero is vengeful towards Alonso and his “false brother” Antonio, due to their 

involvement within his usurpation. The storm is not only an example of pathetic 

fallacy, but also as the disruption in the natural state of being, leading to 

Boatswain taking the commanding role on board, harshly ordering those who 

would normally be considered his superiors, to stay out of the way, due to “What 

cares these roarers for the name of king?” Therefore, the disruption of the storm 

led to an inversion of the natural order, furthering the character’s self-discoveries 

in regards to the fragile and intangible nature of their power and place within 

society. The disruption of order has similar ramification in Perks when the family 

secrets are exposed, throwing Charlie’s life into a state of turbulence. Charlie’s 

discovery of his sister’s abusive relationship at the hands of “the boy that made 

mix tapes with themes and hand-coloured covers,” reinforces Charlie’s discovery 

of the dark nature of humanity. The reveal of these secrets, like the storm within 

The Tempest, act as an upheaval in Charlie’s normal world, and challenge his 

beliefs about his family and wider society. Thus, it is evident through the Tempest 



 

 

and Perks that the transformative effects of discovery can be enhanced through 

their unexpected or unwanted nature. 

 

Individuals interactions with one another can have a cumulative effect upon 

discovery, as they gain a greater understanding of their impact on others lives. 

This is evident within The Tempest Banquet scene, triggers the discovery of the 

effects of one’s actions. Ariel’s illusory banquet represents the climax of 

Prospero’s revenge, as Antonio and Alonso are confronted with their crimes, 

forcing the lords to reflect on their passed misdeed and consider its consequences. 

The illusion and the threat of retribution generates remorse within Alonso, as he 

now believes that the Ferdinand’s “death” was retribution, however Antonio, who 

is not open towards discovery is almost unfazed. According to Gonzalo their 

“great guilt, /like poison” is only now starting to sink in, leading them to make 

the transformative discovery of the hardships that they have caused others. 

 

Confronted with stark contrasts, individuals gain a transformative experience of 

discovery, as they are given the opportunity to reflect upon the differences, both 

positive and negative, between them. However, an individuals’ attitudes towards 

discovery have a critical impact upon its transformative power. Within The 

Tempest, music and magic act as enablers of discovery, allowing the creation of 

an imaginary world which contrasts there own. This is evident within the 

Betrothal Masque, whereby Prospero summons magical spirits to perform a 

celebration of the love between Miranda and Ferdinand, and its ability to surpass 

evil and despair, thus contrasting the plots of the others on the island. The masque 

glorifies marriage as both the foundation of society and as part of the natural 

order, however the perfection of the masque does not exist, and is instead an 

“insubstantial pageant” of Prospero’s power. Nevertheless, the message of the 

masque still resonates with both the audience and Prospero, who exhibit a mutual 

understanding that the creative re-enactment leads to transformative discoveries. 

Prospero can now fully reveal to the audience his true nature, no longer inhibited 

but his desire for revenge. Through the masque, Prospero discovers the reality of 

his ducal responsibilities, and thus has undergone a transformation. A similar 

concept is explored through Gervais and Merchant’s travelogue comedy, An Idiot 

Abroad.  

The stark contrasts between China and the world that Karl Pilkington is used 

to as “a typical little Englisher who doesn’t like going out of his comfort 

zone,” enables discovery, however unlike Prospero, Pilkington does not welcome 



 

 

them. This is evident during his physical discovery of the Great Wall of China, 

which he enters with pessimism and cynicism. In many instances, Pilkington 

makes reference to objects and landmarks from his home country; such as 

describing the wall as a “Wimpey home” and comparing its length to the “M6”. 

This shows that Pilkington is unwilling to see the Wall for what it truly signifies 

(2,220 years of history and culture), reducing it to what he already knows instead 

of furthering his potentially transformative discovery. Therefore, it is clear that 

discovery of new worlds that contrast our own, both illusionary and tangible, can 

enable discovery, however the mentality in which one experiences discovery has 

a significant effect upon it’s transformative power.  

 

The transformative impact of discovery is evident through an individual’s 

willingness to reconsider their values and behaviour. Though The Tempest began 

as a play of revenge, it’s final message of forgiveness emphasize the dramatic 

transformation of the characters. Initially vengeful towards Antonio and Alonso, 

by the end Prospero forgives their transgressions. This act of forgiveness and 

reconciliation is crucial to Prospero’s transformation as he discovers that he can 

no longer consume himself in revenge, and must instead focus on commonalities 

in order to effectively rule. This idea of the importance of forgiveness in order to 

heal is also evident within Perks, whereby Charlie forgives his Aunt Helen, whom 

by the end of the novel it is evident sexually abused him as a child.  

Charlie discovers this at the same time as the readers, thus triggering his severe 

PTSD and anxiety. Aunt Helen was Charlie’s “favorite person in the whole 

world,” and through this discovery he is deeply affected as even she betrays his 

trust. In order to heal and move on with his life, Charlie needs to forgive his Aunt 

Helen, but more importantly himself. Charlie blamed himself for her death, 

however through forgiving himself, Charlie is able to relinquish the guilt and 

achieve emotional stability. Thus, it is evident through The Tempest and Perks 

that the ability to accept, reconsider and adapt ones behaviour and values reveals 

the holistic and transformative power of discovery upon individual lives. 

 

Therefore, it is evident through Shakespeare’s play The Tempest, Gervais and 

Merchant’s travelogue comedy An Idiot Abroad and Chbosky’s novel The Perks 

of Being a Wallflower that the potential for discovery to have a transformative 

impact upon the lives of individuals is a dynamic and critical one, that is wholly 

dependent upon an individual’s willingness to accept discovery.   

 


