
 

 

Belonging English Speech 
 

A sense of belonging is greatly constructed by artificial class division in society and the 

relationships we form with other individuals. As members of society we all actively embody 

the needs to be respected status amongst others, and have lasting and friendship with our 

peers. These fundamental needs can cloud an individual’s judgments, perception on the 

world and direct their actions. However an individual can only find a true sense of belonging 

own with themselves and their own perception of identity.  This notion of belonging in one’s 

society and relationships is pragmatic for the protagonists portrayed through the texts 

Othello produced by William Shakespeare and great expectations by the 19th century writer, 

Charles dickens.   

Perceptions of belonging are shaped within personal, cultural, historical and social contexts. 

Many individuals find the strongest sense of belonging through relationships, due to the fact 

that by nature these connections fulfil the human need for social interaction and enrich the 

lives of the persons involved.  In Charles Dicken’s great expectations this notion of belonging 

in a relationship is composed through the characters Pip a poor lower classed boy and 

Estella, a higher class noble girl.  This are of belonging can be seen in the quote “I fancied, as 

I looked at Estella, that I slipped hopelessly back into the coarse and common boy again”. In 

this quote there is a negative emphasis and hyperbole on the word “slipping helplessly 

back”.  The harsh tone of the emphasis on “slipping back” into a “coarse and common boy 

again” conveys the aggressive nature of the character of pip with belonging to his social 

class, whilst also displaying the over-exaggerated light Pip has placed Estella in and the 

relationship/class he wants to belong with and be amongst.  This portrays the symbolic 

dependence Pip has on the relationship with Estella and lack of self/class respect pip 

embodies. With this the responder comes to understand the lack of self-worth in pip which 

he relates to his class and then parallels this with the higher projected figure of Estella. 

Charles dickens effectively displays the romantic idealisation of the higher classes in 19th 

England and from this the disconnection and alienation of people true selves and their goals 

in life and in their relationships.   

Relationships by nature embody ideas of connection on a psychological level between two 

people which can fulfil other fundamental human needs for social interaction, and thus can 

result in the individuals involved attaining a true sense of belonging. Like with great 

expectations this can moreover can be seen in Othello through the quote “Come, my dear 

love, the purchase made, the fruits are to ensue: That profit’s yet to come ’tween me and 

you.” Through the recurring themes of Othello purchasing Desdemona or the relationship, 

an artificial tone is created.  This is depicted through the Metaphor of ‘purchase’ and 

‘profit’. Both terms are commonly used within society but are placed in a different 

terminology to effectively show how each individual is an item for each other's benefit, in 

this case the need to belong. From this the responder comes to understand the interests of 

Othello in this quote. Due to the fact that it shows the idea of how he now belongs to 

Desdemona through marriage are owners of each other.  Additionally the impact of the use 



 

 

of metaphor through Othello purchasing Desdemona depicts Othello’s need and 

dependence on their relationship as to elevate his own social class.  As a consequence of 

this there is an internal conflict between the natural occurrence of fruits (being love& sex) 

and the manufactured, fabricated, capitalist idea of profit and greed, hence an artificial 

sense of belonging. Overall Shakespeare effectively portrays the sometimes artificial and 

desperate need to belong in a relationship to elevate social class.   

An Individual can find a true sense of belonging own with themselves and their own 
perception of identity. When class identity is marginalised, we can feel dislocated and 
displaced, and believe that we do not belong to our culture or the dominant culture. This 
can also be seen in the quote “Reputation, reputation, reputation! Oh I have lost my 
reputation! I have lost the immortal part of myself, and what remains is bestial. In this 
quote, there is a high use of repetition and enjambment to show how Cassio’s mind-set has 
shifted and is heightened. The repetition of the words reputation with the combination of 
the truncated sentences drive overall give the quote a brash sense of rhetorical tone and 
urgency. Through the use of the language forms, Shakespeare highlights Cassio’s necessity 
of belonging to a class and reputation in Venetian society as it is considered something that 
is “immortal” to Cassio. From this the responder through the quickened truncated 
sentences gains a state of confusion which further develops into sorrow for Cassio being 
stripped of his belonging.  Overall Shakespeare successfully uses minimal grammar to 
demonstrate the quickness of Cassio’s thought process and hence leaves the readers with a 
state of confusion which further envelops into sorrow for Cassio being stripped of his 
belonging. As well as this Shakespeare’s narrative on Cassio and the effects of his lost 
reputation highlight the importance of self-identity and belonging in Venetian society.  

To truly belong the individual must accept the person they were before gaining status and 

wealth. This is seen in the case of pip in the quote “no man who was not a true gentleman 

at heart, ever was...no varnish can hide the grain of the wood; and that the more varnish 

you put on, the more the grain will express itself." The metaphor of the grain in wood is a 

symbol of the class division during this period as well as Pip’s altered purpose to belong to a 

better future and hence a class grander than his own past backgrounds. This illustrates pips 

real sense of belonging being with his class. Due to the fact that although he can delude 

himself with the idea, the imagery of the grain and varnish metaphor demonstrates to the 

audience symbolically the reality of Pip’s class struggles and internal desires. Lastly from this 

there is a conflict between pips past being from the strong lower class (plank or grain of 

wood), and his believed glamorised future in the higher classes (the varnish). Overall Charles 

dickens in this quote blames the division of class not on Pip but on the unalterable nature of 

the human condition and highlights that relationships with others and connecting with an 

individual's origin is the key to belonging fully.   

Conclusion-Overall the quotations show that money and class is not sufficient to alter an 

individual, ultimately it is our connections and accepting the relationships u have with 

people which explicitly shape the individuals sense of belonging.  

 


