
A feeling of wonder and curiosity can lead to meaningful discoveries about one’s 
self and others. How is this view represented in your prescribed text and one other 
of your choosing? 
 

 

Meaningful discoveries can be catalysed by feelings of wonder and curiosity and are often 
underpinned by experiences of conflict and struggle. The intellectual, sentimental and 
spiritual aspects of life raise critical subjectivities in which discovery shapes meaning. As 
demonstrated by the Simon Nasht’s 2004 documentary Frank Hurley – The Man Who Made 
History and Alex Haley’s Autobiography of Malcolm X discoveries can shape meaning which 
consequently offer new perspectives of ourselves as individuals and the wider world.   
 
Wanderlust and an innate yearning for adventure were the catalysts for Frank Hurley to join 
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s 1914 ‘Endurance’ expedition in which the crew would cross the 
entire Antarctic, from coast to coast. The transcendental nature of discovery is revealed to 
us through Hurley’s uncovering of the true ferocity and barrenness of the Antarctic 
landscape when he takes the low angle shot of the ship breaking through the ice. Nasht’s 
deliberate use of this image symbolises humanity’s insignificance juxtaposed with nature’s 
greatness and ferocity in effectively trapping the ship in the ice. With the loss of the ship, 
the men must overcome subsequent journeys full of conflict and struggle across the ice and 
rough seas. The Polar historian, Steve Martin’s description of the exploration through the 
biblical imagery “place of the gods is taken … incredible forces of nature” depicts both the 
transcendent nature of the discovery which challenges the societal perception of Antarctica 
as a land of emptiness and insignificance. As an outcome of the Shackleton Voyage, Hurley 
reaches an epiphany and discovers that the harsh climactic context of Antarctica, the force 
of nature and the crew’s resilience in the face of nature’s ferocity constitute to valuable 
components of his photography. 
 
Once Nasht shifts from Antarctica to the Western Front, the ramifications of Hurley’s 
emotional and psychological awareness of the fragility of human life during World War I is 
revealed. Through the use of a voice-over reading from Hurley’s diary - “It’s like passing 
through the Valley of Death for no-one knows when the shell will lob” - in conjunction 
with the photographs of dead mutilated soldier in mud presents the devastating nature of 
war and consequences of human destruction. Steve Martin accurately depicts Hurley’s 
demoralization and exasperation with the war – “This is a man who has just come from 
the south where human life was precious, people are working together to save human life 
and he comes to the first world war and there are bits of human life all over the place”.  
The war-weariness and demoralization of Hurley led to a transformation within him, from 
an objective war correspondent to an artist whose desire was to convey his personal 
understanding of the heroism within the soldiers when faced with the devastation of war. 
These unbearable circumstances of war as presented by Nasht, enable the viewer to 
better comprehend why he began using composite techniques to better capture the 
horrendous landscape of slaughter. 
 
After being sentenced to ten years in state prison for burglary and brimming with curiosity 
and wonder, Malcolm experiences a period of intellectual growth and religious upheaval. He 
refines his English and makes use of the prison library. He concentrated especially upon 
books dealing with slavery and with the history of the black in North America. Here Malcolm 
found compelling evidence for the truth of Elijah Muhammad's (Leader of the Nation of 
Islam) teachings. All world history, of the East as well as the West, absolutely affirmed his 
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belief that the white man was the devil. Haley writes of Malcolm’s horror when learning of 
the true nature of slavery - “I will never forget how shocked I was when I began reading 
about slavery’s total horror... The world’s most monstrous crime, the sin and the blood on 
the white man’s hands, are almost impossible to believe”. Haley’s use of metaphor in 
ascribing blood to the collective white man’s hands, reinforces the huge transformations 
Malcolm was experiencing through expanding his knowledge of history. This discovery, that 
the ‘white man is the devil’ was an intrinsic aspect of Malcolm’s worldview for years and all 
it took was a feeling of wonder and curiosity and a handful of books. Ironically, Malcolm’s 
belief that white men had “indeed acted like devils, pillaging and raping and bleeding and 
draining the whole world’s non-white people” can also be applied to Frank Hurley’s 
destruction and piracy of Papua New Guinean artefacts and culture.  
 
After Malcolm’s effective ‘divorce’ from the Nation of Islam and Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm 
expresses feelings of wonder and curiosity at the true nature of ‘orthodox’ Islam and 
decides to go on a religious pilgrimage to the Islamic holy city of Mecca. Upon his arrival, 
Malcolm’s astonishment and awe at the unity of the Muslim nation (Ummah) was described 
by Haley as colour-blindness - “The color-blindness of the Muslim world’s religious society 
and the color-blindness of the Muslim world’s human society: these two influences had each 
day been making a greater impact, and an increasing persuasion against my previous way of 
thinking.” This previous way of thinking referred to was Malcolm’s extreme views on race 
relations and his firm belief that white men are the devil. This discovery led to the renewed 
perspective that “America needs to understand Islam, because this is the one religion that 
erases from its society the race problem”.  
 
Evoked by feelings of wonder, Hurley’s experiences of the harsh ferocity of the Antarctic, 
and the devastation of humans and war, combined with Nasht’s portrayal of Hurley’s 
experiences of intellectual and sentimental discoveries and constantly experienced renewed 
perceptions of himself and the wider world; ultimately contributed to his incredible, iconic 
and artistic photography. Furthermore, Haley’s depiction of Malcolm’s discoveries evoked 
by curiosity and rage, and occurring in prison and on pilgrimage illustrate the fact that 
Malcolm constantly pondered over his position in the world as a black man and as an 
outspoken activist for civil rights. In summation, meaningful discoveries can be catalysed by 
feelings of wonder and curiosity and are often underpinned by experiences of conflict and 
struggle. The intellectual, sentimental and spiritual aspects of life raise critical subjectivities 
in which discovery shapes meaning. This consequently offers new perspectives of ourselves 
as individuals and the wider world.   
 
 
 
 


