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Both Aldous Huxley and George Carlin utilize the textual techniques of satire through parody, 

exaggeration and ridicule; to represent the important role of language and it's political impact on 

society.  

In many instances throughout Brave New World, the word 'mother' is used. The reaction that the use of 

this term evokes is generally revulsion as the people of the World State have been conditioned to 

associate the word with obscenity and vulgarity. Thus, this restriction of language represents the 

political impact on the World State as familial ties do not exist and the ideals of "Community, Stability 

and Identity" are instead repeatedly propagated. Huxley reinforces this further through the statement 

by Lenina's friend - "You ought to be more promiscuous", as well as The Feelies, The Orgy-Porgy and 

Centrifugal Bumble-Puppy. Huxley's nonsensical words reiterate how easy it was for the World 

Controllers to politically impose a lack of familial ties on the people of the World State. These satirical 

techniques all represent how a lack of language can result in the debasement of tradition.  

Huxley also touches upon the role, or lack thereof, of language and literature in the World State. 

Mustapha Mond explains to John that children "must be kept safe from books" as language has the 

political impact of provoking free-thought and a want for revolution/change. This is also evidenced by 

the speech of different characters. While John's language consistently utilizes classical imagery and 

allusions to Shakespeare - "O Brave New World, that has such people in it!". Lenina's expression, on the 

other hand, is severely restricted to meaningless and repititive proverbs instilled in her through 

Hypnopaedia - "Everyone belongs to everyone", "Ending is better than mending". Thus, Huxley 

represents the role of language through restricting language. Because Lenina and other people of the 

World State do not have the capacity necessary for revolution, a political impact arising from the general 

populace is impossible. John explains his chagrin with this revelation - "I don’t want comfort. I want God. 

I want poetry, I want real danger, I want freedom". The lack of language in the World State has resulted 

in the lack of democracy and has restricted the public from having an impact on wider society.  

The majority of the World State's populace express themselves through meaningless proverbs such as 

"everybody's happy nowadays: and "everyone belongs to everyone else". Huxley represents the role of 

language on wider society by minimizing the capacity of a people to truly feel and understand what they 

are feeling because they lack the capacity to think, judge and feel. Members of the World State turn to 

Soma; a dream drug which "removes miseries" which Mustapha Mond describes as "Christianity without 

tears". In conjunction with a lack of language and literature, the people of the World State also lack 

spirituality. Thus, they turn to Soma as a means of connecting with a higher being. In the words of 

Lenina, "a gramme [of Soma] is better than a damn". Huxley represents how a lack of language 

politically impacts upon a society and results in a culture of indifference and ignorance.  

George Carlin, on the other hand, represents the role of language in his 1999 National Press Club 

address. While Huxley deals with the role of language and it's impact on everyday people; Carlin instead 

assesses the role of language in politician's lives. By utilizing an incredulous tone, rhetorical questions, 

parody and ridicule; Carlin exemplifies politicians statements such as "they don’t answer, they respond" 
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and "they don’t indicate, they suggest". Through these examples, in conjunction with Carlin's oration, 

not only does the author evoke laughter from the audience, but he also demonstrates how the role of 

language has the political impact of reducing the accountability of politicians. This has a significant 

impact on wider society as it absolves politicians of any blame as they can justify their actions/inaction 

with the simple statement - "they twisted my words". Through the language of euphemism, society is 

drained from effective politics and a distrust of politicians is reinforced.  

In summation, through the utilization of satirical techniques; Huxley and Carlin represent the hugely 

significant role of language and it’s political impact on wider society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


